Step 3: Meet Eligibility Criteria

A student who does not pass an HSA test twice
will meet with a designated school staff member
to consider his/her options for meeting the
testing requirement for graduation. These
options include continuing to work toward
passing the HSAs, earning a score high enough
to use the Combined-Score Option, or choosing
to begin work on the Bridge Plan so long as the
student meets the eligibility criteria. A student
may work on a parallel path towards meeting
the testing requirement for graduation (see Step 4
— Parallel Path).

Statewide Eligibility Criteria

Maryland’s eligibility criteria resemble those for
some other states that have alternatives to
meeting graduation assessment requirements.
While each state defines its criteria differently
and/or bases its criteria upon regional programs
and policies, overall, states often look for:
e measure(s) of the student’s academic
progress or achievement;
e indicator(s) that the student is attending
school regularly;
e evidence that the student has attempted to
pass the exams multiple times; and
e indication(s) that the student took
advantage of remediation or appropriate
assistance offered by the school system.

Following the national models, Maryland has
three general criteria that students must meet to
complete State testing requirements for
graduation via the Bridge Plan:

e Test Performance

¢ Assistance Participation

¢ Academic Progress

Maryland’s eligibility criteria for the Bridge Plan
are designed to ensure that students are making
adequate progress toward graduation.

Definition of Criteria

The three eligibility criteria for participating in
the Bridge Plan are defined in detail through
COMAR (Code of Maryland Regulations). A
brief explanation of the regulation follows.

Test Performance. Two or more

unsuccessful attempts to earn at least
the passing score on one or more HSAs.

Regulation

COMAR 13A.03.02.09B(d)(2) language states,
“A student may participate in the Bridge Plan
for Academic Validation if the student has: (i)
failed one or more High School Assessments
at least twice; and (ii) received a passing grade
and earned credit in the course(s) related to
the assessment(s).”

Explanation

A student can only access the Bridge Plan for a
specific HSA content area after he/she has
passed the related course but did not pass the
HSA test after two attempts.

Assistance Participation. Student
participation in any locally-administered

or approved assistance.

Regulation

COMAR 13A.03.02.09B(d)(2)(v) language
states, “A student may participate in the
Bridge Plan for Academic Validation if the
student has: ...(v) participated successfully in
appropriate assistance as defined in COMAR
13A.03.02.07(D) after having failed the High
School Assessment(s).”
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Explanation

The requirement for student participation in
locally-administered or approved assistance
provides evidence that the student has
worked in good faith toward passing the
HSA(s). The evidence of “successful
participation” can be defined by the local
school system and should include
consideration of the student’s attendance,
grades or scores, or other evidence that the
student worked to be adequately prepared to
retake the test.

To ensure students have access to meaningful
assistance, the local school system is required
to offer content-specific assistance to any
student who did not pass the HSA-related
test. This assistance can take many forms, such
as courses, tutoring, after-school programs,
and online coursework. The school system can
credit the student with good quality assistance
obtained from a provider other than the
school system if it has evidence that the
assistance is appropriate and focused on the
HSA test content.

Academic Progress. Satisfactory progress

toward all other State and local
graduation requirements.

Regulation

COMAR 13A.03.02.09B(d)(2) language states,
“A student may participate in the Bridge Plan
for Academic Validation if the student has:
...(ii) received a passing grade and earned
credit in the course related to the
assessment(s); (iii) demonstrated overall
satisfactory attendance in the most recent
school year completed; (iv) demonstrated
satisfactory progress toward achieving the
high school diploma requirements specified in
COMAR 13A.03.02.09B(1) and (2)...”
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Explanation

Maryland has an expectation of satisfactory
progress toward the diploma as indicated in
two ways:

e Satisfactory Grades. Passing HSA-related
courses; and

o Satisfactory Attendance. Demonstrating
satisfactory attendance in the most recent
school year.

Both of these indicators will be determined
according to local school system procedures
and policies.

A student can participate in the Bridge Plan
only if the student is demonstrating
satisfactory progress toward achieving a high
school diploma as determined by local school
system requirements. A student who is unable
to maintain passing grades and/or earn
required credits is no longer making
satisfactory progress toward graduation and
will therefore forfeit the opportunity to
continue to work on the Bridge Plan for that
year. The school system will determine
whether the student will be permitted to
renew efforts on the Bridge Plan the next
academic year.
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