Step 1: Progress toward
Graduation Requirements

The Bridge Plan does not replace other
graduation requirements. A student cannot use
the Bridge Plan unless he/she is clearly on the
path to successfully meeting all other
graduation requirements—State and local
course credits, service-learning requirements,
and other local requirements.

Step 2: Participate in High
School Assessments

Students entering grade 9 in or after Fall 2005
must meet the testing requirement for
graduation using one of three options: Pass the
four HSA tests, use the Combined-Score Option,
or use the Bridge Plan [Figure 2].

The passing scores for the HSAs are:

Assessment Passing Score
Algebra/data analysis 412
English 396
Biology 400
Government 394

Figure 2: Options for meeting the testing
requirement for graduation
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Students must take each HSA test upon
successful completion of the corresponding HSA
course (i.e. algebra/data analysis, biology,
English 2, and government). Students with 504,
IEP, or ELL Plans must receive the same
accommodations prescribed within his/her plan
when taking the HSAs.

Passing the HSAs
Students who meet or exceed the passing score

on each of the four HSAs will have fulfilled the
testing requirement for graduation.
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Not meeting the passing score on the HSAs.
Students who do not pass one or more HSAs
must be offered locally-administered or
approved assistance. The student is responsible
for taking advantage of the assistance to help
prepare for retesting. A student who is
considering the Bridge Plan for a specific HSA
content area is required to retake the test a
second time as well as participate in locally-
administered or approved assistance.

Locally-Administered or Approved Assistance.
Each local school system has developed
strategies for providing assistance to students
who have not passed one or more HSAs. These
opportunities could include sample test reviews,
tutoring, or after-school or Saturday instruction.
The school will determine what type(s) of
assistance will be provided to students.

The student is responsible for taking advantage
of the assistance to help prepare for retesting. A
student considering using the Bridge Plan is
required to participate in locally-administered
or approved assistance.

Retesting. A student who does not pass an
HSAC(s) the first time should retake the test at
least one more time, but students are
encouraged to retake the assessments multiple
times. There is no limit to the number of times a
student can take an HSA test. Retesting
opportunities are available in October, January,
May, and in the summer, with a fifth test
administration available for seniors beginning in
April 2009.
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Combined-Score Option

Students who do not pass one or more HSAs
may meet the testing requirement for
graduation using the Combined-Score Option.
To use the Combined-Score Option, a student
must earn a total score of 1602 or more when all
four HSA test scores are added together. The
Combined-Score Option allows a student to
offset a low HSA score in one area with a higher
HSA score in another content area [Figure 3].

If the Bridge Plan is chosen, the student must
meet the eligibility criteria [Figure 4] before
being assigned one or more rigorous project
modules. The number of project modules a
student is assigned is indicated by the student’s
highest score earned on the specific HSA test (see
Step 3 - Meet Eligibility Criteria).

Figure 3: Combined-Score Option Example

HSA Content Area ' ! Combined-

Score Sample
Algebra/Data Analysis 412 407
English 394 406
Government 39

Combined Total

Meets Testing
Requirement for
Graduation

The Combined-Score Option does not require a
student to achieve the minimum score on any of
the HSAs.

Bridge Plan for Academic Validation

The Bridge Plan is not a shortcut around the
testing requirement for graduation. Students are
strongly encouraged to seek appropriate locally-
administered or approved assistance and
continue retesting to meet the Combined-Score
Option. However, if a student’s highest score for
any specific HSA is significantly lower than the
passing score for that test and/or the student
does not do well on traditional tests, he/she may
choose to explore the Bridge Plan with a
designated school staff member.

Figure 4: Bridge Plan for Academic
Validation
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The local school system will determine when a
student may begin work on a Bridge Plan. For a
more detailed example of how the Bridge Plan
works, go to Step 4 — Student planning.

Parallel Path

Each of the three options — passing, Combined-
Score, or Bridge Plan — are separate paths.
Students can be working on any of the three
options at any given time. This is known as
working on a parallel path.

A student working on a parallel path could be
participating in locally-administered or
approved assistance and continuing to retake
the HSAs in order to earn a passing score or a
score that will allow the student to use the
Combined-Score Option.
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Another parallel path could be a student who is
working on the Bridge Plan while continuing to
take the HSAs in order to earn a passing score or
a score that will allow the student to use the
Combined-Score Option [Figure 5].

Figure 5: Parallel Path Example
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For a more detailed example of how a student
might work on a Parallel Path towards meeting
the testing requirement for graduation, go to
Step 4 — Parallel Path.
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