Bridge Plan Scoring

The Academic Validation Project Packages will
be scored according to detailed procedures
prescribed by MSDE to ensure that each package
receives comparable levels of review.

State scoring criteria. Local Review Panels will
be provided with scoring criteria and scoring
rubrics, including model responses to items, so
that Project Packages can be evaluated
consistently. Panel members will be trained by
MSDE staff or designated trained local staff as
appropriate. This standardization of training
will help ensure that the work of all panels will
be consistent, even when MSDE staff are not
present during reviews.

Scoring guidelines. The State will develop
scoring procedures and provide training to
designated local school system staff to assure
consistent and proper scoring of all Academic
Validation Project Packages. Some of the
training will precede the scoring process with
additional training conducted by qualified
MSDE staff, who will participate in the initial
Bridge Plan reviews at the local school system
level. Appendix G is an example of scoring tool for a
sample project module.
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State training. MSDE will train Local Review
Panels on scoring procedures. Training on how
to score Academic Validation Project Packages
will be crucial to ensure that panel members
have a thorough understanding of procedures
and expectations. If a local school system wants
to do its own training, MSDE will train a local
trainer and certify the qualifications of that
individual to train others. However, MSDE will
reserve the right to require updated training for
such individuals as necessary.

Local scoring. In order to ensure equity and
consistency, scoring will be done at the local
school system level, not the school level. Staff
from local schools may be included in a Local
Review Panel. However, a panel will not include
a teacher or educator directly associated with a
student whose Academic Validation Project
Package is being reviewed.

Published samples. Acceptable Academic
Validation Project Package examples will be
developed by MSDE for public release, along
with scoring rubrics and a range of student
responses, to help reinforce State scoring
standards for Local Review Panels.

Scoring reliability procedures. A scoring
reliability process will be defined for assurance
of consistent scoring and for a continued level of
rigor across the state.
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