Introduction

Figure 1

For a student to graduate from high school with a
Maryland High School Diploma, he/she must meet MARYLAND HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
the following graduation requirements [Figure 1]:
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e Complete all State course requirements.
21 specified credits

e Complete State service-learning requirements.

. Passing All Four H5As
75 hours or equivalent - AP/IB Substitufion

* Modified HSA

e Complete all State testing requirements.

OR
Students entering grade 9 in or after Fall 2005 High School

must meet the testing requirement using one of Graduation

. OR
the three options below:
Bridige Plan for Academic
Validation

1) Pass each of the four High School

Assessment (HSA) tests — algebra/data
analysis, English, biology, and government.
There are two potential substitutions:
=  Advanced Placement (AP) or
International Baccalaureate (IB) Tests
— For students who have earned a
score approved by the Maryland State
Department of Education (MSDE) on
the HSA-related AP or IB test
®  Modified HSA — An alternative test
for students with disabilities who
meet the specific participation criteria
based on their IEP process
2) Combined-Score Option — For students
who have earned a combined score of 1602
on the four HSA tests
3) Bridge Plan for Academic Validation - For
students who meet eligibility criteria

Background

The Bridge Plan for Academic Validation (Bridge
Plan) grew out of the work of the Task Force on
Comparable Testing Methods for the Maryland
High School Assessment (HSA) and the Task Force
for Review of High School Assessment (HSA)
Options as well as research into similar plans for
alternatives to meeting State assessment
requirements currently in place in numerous states
across the country.

Both task forces were asked to explore what options
Maryland could pursue to ensure that all students
have a fair opportunity to demonstrate their
knowledge and skills if traditional testing
instruments are not effective for them. Maryland is
not alone in providing alternate routes to a high
school diploma. In 2007, twenty-two states had exit
exam requirements for senior classes in order to
receive a diploma. In 16 of those states, students had

Each of the three options is a separate path for
meeting the testing requirement for graduation.
Students can be working on more than one
option at any given time. This is referred to as

. access to one or more alternate routes to a standard
working on parallel paths (see Step 2).

diploma. Maryland’s Bridge Plan reflects the
recommendations of the two task forces and
employs features of other state plans that are
appropriate to Maryland’s assessment requirement.

e Complete all local graduation requirements.
Local school systems frequently add course and
other requirements beyond the State’s minimum
requirements.
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The Bridge Plan has particular implications for
students with disabilities, students with 504 plans,
and English Language Learners (ELL) by allowing a
student to demonstrate content mastery using a
method other than a traditional test. The Bridge Plan
can also have significant value for students who
experience test anxiety or who do not perform well
on a traditional test.

The Bridge Plan does not change the Maryland
graduation requirements. The Bridge Plan does
provide a path to graduation that is meaningful,
rigorous, and clearly tied to State standards.
Expecting any less would give students a route
around meeting the testing requirement for
graduation. Expecting any more would prevent
students who can legitimately meet the standards
from having an opportunity to do so through
alternate means.

Overview

In order for a student to participate in the Bridge Plan,
he/she must:

1) be firmly on the path to completing
graduation requirements (see previous page);

2) have taken an HSA exam twice without
passing or meeting the Combined-Score
Option; and

3) have participated in locally-administered or
approved assistance.

Students qualifying for the Bridge Plan will be
assigned appropriate project modules, be given an
opportunity to complete the project modules
assigned, and be subject to a careful review of
his/her work based on detailed State guidelines and
scoring rubrics. In some cases, it may be to a
student’s advantage to make an oral presentation
about the work done to complete the project
modules.
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The Bridge Plan is comprised of four steps:

Step 1: Progress toward Graduation
Requirements

Step 2: Participate in High School
Assessments

Step 3: Meet Eligibility Criteria

Step 4. Participate in the Bridge Plan
for Academic Validation

The following pages provide the details of how
a student will navigate through the four steps,
and how the State and local school systems will
manage and ensure the accurate and fair
administration of the Bridge Plan.

The State has created a website that includes
detailed information about the Bridge Plan, the
latest updates to the Bridge Plan, and resources
for meeting the testing requirement. The website
will also serve as a portal to the administrative
process. The URL for the website is
MdBridgePlan.org.

The State will develop a bank of project modules
for each HSA content area. Once project
modules are developed, the State will provide a
significant level of support and guidance to the
local school systems including training in
review and scoring processes, and end-of-year
outcomes (see Implementation Planning). This will
help to ensure consistent implementation of the
Bridge Plan.

The Bridge Plan is anticipated to be a permanent
part of the pathway to meeting Maryland’s
testing requirement for graduation. However,
the expectation is that local school systems will
work toward diminishing its use over time.
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