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Welcome to a new edition of High School Improvement Update, a newsletter for principals from 
the Maryland State Department of Education (MSDE). Inside this issue is information on the 
Maryland High School Assessment (HSA) administration dates and scoring (pp.1-2), state 
supports for intervention/remediation (pp.3-4), and graduation questions and answers (pp.5-6).  

Upcoming HSA Administrations 
The official state assessment calendar through 2009-2010 is accessible through MSDE’s HSA 
Web page: http://www.marylandpublicschools.org/MSDE/testing/hsa/. Dates for the remaining 
2006 administrations are below. 
   

May Primary Admin.—May 22–25 
5/22—English 
5/23—Algebra/Data Analysis  
5/24—Government  
5/25—Biology 

 
 
 
 
 
 

May Makeup Window—May 30–31,  
   June 2, 5–8 

5/30—English 
5/31—Algebra/Data Analysis 
6/01—Government 
6/02—Biology 
6/05—English 
6/06—Algebra/Data Analysis 
6/07—Government 
6/08—Biology 
 

Summer Admin. 1—July 24–28  
7/24— Algebra/Data Analysis 
7/25—English 
7/26—Government  
7/27—Biology 
7/28—Makeups of all contents 

 

Summer Admin. 2—July 31–August 4 
7/31—Algebra/Data Analysis 
8/01—English 
8/02—Government 
8/03—Biology 
8/04—Makeups of all contents 

 

Reporting HSA Scores  
MSDE’s goal is for the test vendor to return scores—including individual student score labels—
to school systems within 9 weeks of testing. The school system’s central office then forwards 
those scores to schools. Scores from the May 2006 administration should be returned to local 
school systems by mid-August or earlier. On the next page is a basic overview on how HSA 
scores are reported. Keep this overview handy and make copies to share with interested staff. 
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HSA Passing/Minimum Scores 

High School Assessment 

Content Minimum 
Score 

Passing 
Score 

Proficient 
Score 

Advanced 
Score 

Algebra 402 412 412 450 
Biology 391 400   
English 2 386 396 396 429 
Government 387 394   
Total Combined 
Score Option 

 1602   

 
• The operational scale for all HSAs is 240 to 650. 

• Students using the Combined Score Option must earn at least the minimum scale scores and the 
Total Combined Score of 1602. 

• Proficient and Advanced scores were established only for Algebra and English because these are 
the only HSAs used to measure Adequate Yearly Progress as required by the federal No Child 
Left Behind Act. NCLB requires that test performance be reported as basic, proficient, or 
advanced.  

 

HSA Subtest Scores  
MSDE began producing subtest scores in 2004. Subtest scores are a breakdown of student 
performance on different test sections. State and school system subtest scores are available at 
www.mdk12.org/data/hsa/index.asp. (After navigating to your school’s information, go to Analyze 
Data/How did students perform on specific content standards?) Subtest scores for individual students 
are sent to school systems and should be made available to parents upon request. When reviewing 
subtest scores, keep in mind that they are produced based on fewer test questions than the overall test 
score, and therefore are not as statistically reliable as the overall test score.   
 

High School Assessment Subtests 

English  
 Reading and Responding to Literature 
 Composing Skills 
 Controlling Written Language 
 Evaluating Language Use and Content of Texts 

Biology 

 Skills and Processes of Biology 
 Structure and Function of Biological Molecules 
 Structure and Function of Cells and Organisms 
 Inheritance of Traits 
 Mechanism of Evolutionary Change 
 Interdependence of Organisms in the Biosphere 

Government 

 U.S. Government Structure, Function, and Principles 
 Systems of Government and Foreign Policy  
 Protecting Rights and Maintaining Order 
 Impact of Geography on Governmental Policy 
 Economic Principles, Institution, and Processes 

Algebra/Data 
Analysis 

 Analyzing Patterns and Functions 
 Modeling Real-World Situations 
 Collecting, Organizing, and Analyzing Data 
 Using Data to Make Predictions 



 

State Supports to Local HSA Intervention and Remediation 
Efforts  
 
MSDE has numerous efforts in the works to help schools support students’ performance on the HSA.  
 
1. Online Courses—MSDE has developed online courses that teachers can use with students as an 
intervention strategy, or that students may take themselves to review tested material. Courses in 
Algebra and Government are online now; Biology is slated for fall 2006, and an English course will 
follow. To learn more about using these courses in your school, contact the appropriate content 

supervisor at your school 
system’s central office.   
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 2. Performance Data—In 
response to educators’ requests 
for as much performance data as 
possible, the HSAs and MSAs 
produce scores and subtest 
scores at the state, school 
system, school, and student 
levels. The School Improvement 
in Maryland Web site 
(www.mdk12.org) is designed to 
help principals and school 
improvement teams analyze the  
data.  
 
3. Voluntary State Curriculum 
(VSC) and Core Learning 
Goals (CLG)—The full VSC 
and CLG documents are 
available on the School 
Improvement in Maryland Web 
site (www.mdk12.org), along 

with a toolkit to support teachers’ use of these documents in the classroom. The picture below shows 
all of the teaching and learning resources available on the site for Mathematics alone. 
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The picture below is a snapshot from the toolkit for the Algebra/Data Analysis CLG. 

4. Formative Tools—The School 
Improvement in Maryland Web site 
(www.mdk12.org) is home to 
formative tools for the HSAs. Here 
users can access mini-tests aligned 
to the CLG, full test forms of 
previously administered HSAs, and 
individual test items. Below is a 
snapshot of a Government mini-test. 
 
 
5. HSA Research Partnership— 
MSDE, local school systems, and 
the Maryland Assessment Research 
Center for Educational Success 
(MARCES) at the University of 
Maryland College Park have teamed 
up to begin a long-term effort to 
investigate educational factors that 
lead to success on the High School 

Assessments. MSDE provides financial resources, school systems provide data and guidance, and 
MARCES provides research and technical analysis. Data and results are shared with Local 
Accountability Coordinators at each participating local school system and at the annual Maryland 
Assessment Group (MAG) Conference each November. 
 
6. Professional Development—MSDE has a 
number of initiatives and activities underway.  
The centerpiece of Maryland’s efforts to build 
capacity among local school system staffs is the 
partnerships between MSDE and local school 
systems. Through collaborative planning, MSDE 
and local school systems design a series of 
professional development activities that address 
school system needs. The activities focus on 
content and instructional strategies in reading, 
mathematics, and the HSA courses. MSDE’s 
Division for Leadership Development provides a 
variety of professional development opportunities 
for school leaders designed to improve their 
instructional leadership skills. Contact Jim Foran, 
Executive Director, High School and 
Postsecondary Initiatives, at 
jforan@msde.state.md.us for information on 
upcoming opportunities. 
 
Mdk12.org is home to a professional development course for principals wanting to learn more about 
data-driven school improvement. The course, “Using Data to Improve Student Achievement,” 
supports principals in leading their school's improvement efforts through data-driven instructional 
decisions. You can access the course at mdk12.org/data/course.  
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   Graduation Questions & Answers 
Have a question about graduation requirements and HSA? MSDE collects questions from local 
school systems and uses them to identify areas where policy needs to be clarified. Reprinted here are 
five of those Q&As. Check MSDE’s Web site to see the full set of questions answered to date: The 
direct Web address is www.marylandpublicschools.org/MSDE/testing/hsa, and the Q&A document 
is titled, “Frequently asked questions about High School graduation requirements.” If you don’t see 
your question answered in the full document on the Web, please email it to Sandra Shepherd, 
sshepherd@msde.state.md.us, in the Office of Academic Policy. Because some questions require 
more time to resolve than others, response times will vary. 
 
1. Do students who take “on-line” or “virtual” courses have to take the High School 

Assessments? 
Yes. If the student receives credit and the course is one of the courses for which the high school 
assessment is given, the student must take the high school assessment regardless of how the 
student received the instruction for the course. See COMAR 13A.03.02.05J.  

 
2. Do students in the Class of 2009 have to pass all four HSAs?  

Students must obtain either a passing score on all four HSAs or obtain a minimum score on each 
HSA and an overall combined score of 1602. The minimum score for each exam is: Biology 391, 
Algebra/Data Analysis 402, English 386, and Government 387.  

 
3. Can a student take an HSA multiple times in order to raise his/her score to meet the 

combined score passing option? 
Yes, but no additional instructional assistance will be provided if the student has already passed 
the HSA. Additional instructional assistance must be provided to students who do not achieve the 
passing score on the HSA before they can retake the test.     

 
4. If a student retakes an HSA and scores lower than the first time, which score counts toward 

the combined score and which score counts for Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP)? 
The higher score counts toward the combined score. The first score counts toward AYP. 

 
5. Is the local school system required to offer the combined score option for students? 

Yes. COMAR 13A.03.02.09B(4)(b) provides the combined score option for students. All 
students must have access to options provided by the state.      
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