Lesson Seed X, Task 1 Socratic Seminar Questions on The Things They Carried

Directions: Using the book, The Things They Carried, answer the following questions to prepare for a
seminar discussion on dealing with conflict.

Core Question: How effective is O’Brien’s writing style and sue of literary devices in telling a “true”
story? How does he force the reader to experience the effects of war on the individual? Provide textual
evidence to support your answer.

Building Questions:

1. Why did the soldiers in Vietnam use profanity and crude jokes? How does this concept equate
to other high-stress situations? (chapter: The Things They Carried)

2. What does Jimmy Cross carry after the war, both physically and emotionally? (chapter: Love)

3. Inthis story, O’Brien relates a number of episodes. What makes these episodes seem true, or
how does O’Brien lull you into the belief that each of these episodes is true? (chapter: How to
Tell a True War Story)

4. On page 90, O’Brien explains that this story was “not a war story. It was a love story.” In what
sense is this a “love story”? Why? (chapter: How to Tell a True War Story)

5. Inthe first paragraph of “Stockings,” Henry Dobbins is compared to the United States. How
does this give an accurate picture of our nation and its involvement with other nations around
the world?

6. Why do many hotels not have a thirteenth floor? How do superstitions motivate or hinder
characters in the novel? (chapter: Stockings)

7. “The Man I Killed” describes fairly intimate aspects of the dead man’s life. Where do these
details come from? How can Tim O’Brien know them? What is going on here?

8. Inthe twelve times that Norman Bowker drives around the lake, he thinks about three people in
whom he cannot confide. Who are they and why can’t they help? What hinders Norman from
unburdening himself to that person and thus finding peace? (chapter: Speaking of Courage)

9. The style that O’Brien uses to tell these stories is often full of ambiguity, blurring truths, and
evading analysis. How does this style fit his subject matter? Please provide textual evidence to
support your explanation.






