
Lesson Seed: 7.SP.A.1  Sampling
(Lesson seeds are ideas for the domain/cluster/standard that can be used to build a lesson.
An effective lesson plan requires more components than presented in a lesson seed.)

	Domain: Statistics and Probability
Cluster: Use random sampling to draw inferences about a population
 Standard(s): 7.SP.A.1: Understand that statistics can be used to gain information about a population by examining a sample of the population; generalizations about a population from a sample are valid only if the sample is representative of that population.  Understand that random sampling tends to produce representative samples and support valid inferences


	Purpose/Big Idea:
· Use knowledge of probability in order to gain information and make a generalization about a population and determine if that generalization is valid.


	Materials:
· None required


	Activity:
       Exploration
· The school yearbook staff wanted to take a survey to represent the 7th grade class interests.  The results are shown below:

Favorite food – pizza
Favorite afterschool activity – football
Favorite class – Reading
Favorite band – One Direction

· When the results came out, there was an outrage that these results did not represent the population.  What factors could have skewed the data to surprise the students of the results?


	Guiding Questions:
· What methods could be used to accurately collect data that represents the 7th grade population?
· What information were you considering when determining whether these results were valid or not?
· In what situations may it be more informative to sample a particular population?
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