Grade 3:  Unit 3.NF.A.1-3, Number & Operations – Fractions (limited to fractions with denominators 2, 3, 4, 6, & 8)

Lesson Seeds:  The lesson seeds are ideas for the domain/standard that can be used to build a lesson.  Lesson seeds are not meant to be all-inclusive, nor are they substitutes for instruction.
	Domain: Number and Operations – Fractions (limited to fractions with denominators 2, 3, 4, 6, and 8) 
     Cluster: Develop understanding of fractions as numbers.
Standard:  3.NF.A.3:  Explain equivalence of fractions in special cases, and compare fractions by reasoning about their size.
Standard:  3.NF.A.3c:  Express whole numbers as fractions, and recognize fractions that are equivalent to whole numbers.  Examples: Express 3 in the form 3/1; recognize that 6/1 = 6; locate 4/4 and 1 at the same point of a number line diagram.


	Purpose/Big Idea: 
· Students need to understand that when the denominator is 1, the numerator is the whole (example:  = 6 and/or  is six divided by 1).  When your numerator and denominator are the same then the fraction is equal to one (example:  = 1 and/or  is four divided by 4).

· The Common Core stresses the importance of moving from concrete fractional models to the representation of fractions using numbers and the number line.  Concrete fractional models are an important initial component in developing the conceptual understanding of fractions. However, it is vital that we link these models to fraction numerals and representation on the number line.  This movement from visual models to fractional numerals should be a gradual process as the student gains understanding of the meaning of fractions.

	Materials: 	
· Problem including table to complete
· Have available various materials for students to use to explore equal sharing.

	Activity:  Students should work with a partner or in small groups to complete the story problem.  
Mary has 4 sticks of gum.  If she shares the gum with her friends, how much will each person have? 
	Number of people
	How much each person will have?

	8
	

	6
	

	4
	

	2
	

	1
	




	Guiding Questions:
Explain using pictures, numbers, words and/or symbols how you shared the gum with the number of people. 
What is another way to share the gum?
How can , , and , show the same amount that each child will have?
How would your solution be shown with a number line?  Explain how you would use a number line to prove that ,, , and  are equivalent?


Answer:
	Number of people
	How much each person will have?

	8
	, , 

	6
	, 

	4
	, 1

	2
	,  2

	1
	, 4
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