Lesson Seeds:  The lesson seeds have been written particularly for the unit, with specific standards in mind.  The suggested activities are not intended to be prescriptive, exhaustive, or sequential; they simply demonstrate how specific content can be used to help students learn the skills described in the standards. They are designed to generate evidence of student understanding and give teachers ideas for developing their own activities. 
	Domain:  Number and Operations-Fractions (3.NF.)
     Cluster:  Develop understanding of fractions as numbers.
3.NF.A.1 Fractions--Understand a fraction 1/b as the quantity formed by 1 part when a whole is partitioned into b equal parts; understand a fraction a/b as the quantity formed by a parts of size 1/b.


	Purpose/Big Idea:
· To provide students experience with building fractions of a set.

· The Common Core stresses the importance of moving from concrete fractional models to the representation of fractions using numbers and the number line.  Concrete fractional models are an important initial component in developing the conceptual understanding of fractions. However, it is vital that we link these models to fraction numerals and representation on the number line.  This movement from visual models to fractional numerals should be a gradual process as the student gains understanding of the meaning of fractions.


	Materials:
· A variety of set models, such as two-color counters.
· Resource Sheet 6: Visit to a Nature Center (one copy per student)
· Document camera or overhead projector (optional)


	Activity:
· Students work alone or in pairs for this activity. 
· Distribute Resource Sheet 6 and bags of 24 counters to each student or pair of students. 
· Allow time for students to work solve the problem. 
· Discuss students’ solutions. Some students may wish to share their solutions on the document camera or overhead projector. 


	Guiding Questions:
· Explain how you know your answers are correct.
· How did you solve the problem?
· Did anyone find a different way to solve the problem?
· What are your observations about some of the solutions presented so far?
· Which do you think is larger,  or ?  How do you know?
· How would your answer change if there were 36 animals at the nature center? Why?
· What is the relationship between division and fractions? 






















Resource Sheet 6					Visit to a Nature Center
Name: __________________________________________

Ms. Madir’s class visited a nature center. They counted 24 birds in all.  
·  of the animals were blue herons.
· The rest were ospreys.


How many blue herons were at the nature center?
How many ospreys were at the nature center?
Grade 3:  Unit 3.NF.A.1-3, Number & Operations – Fractions (limited to fractions with denominators 2, 3, 4, 6, & 8)

Write your answers in fractional form. You may use words, numbers, and/or pictures.
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