	Grade/Course
	3-5
	Unit
	African American History/Civic Heroes
	Lesson Title
	Sweet Land of Liberty

	Essential Question
	Can the actions of individuals bring about social and political change?

	Enduring Understandings
	The beliefs and ideals of a society influence the social, political, and economic decisions of that society.

	State Standards
(C3)
	Civics

D2.Civ.1.3-5  Identify the responsibilities and influence of government officials at various levels and branches 

                        of government at local, state, and federal levels

D2.Civ.2.3-5  Describe the specific rights, powers, and responsibilities of citizens at local, state, and federal 

                        levels with the United States

D2.Civ.4.3-5  Identify civic virtues and demonstrate democratic principles in society at local, state, and federal 

                        levels

D2.Civ.5.3-5  Explain the importance of practicing civic virtues and adhering to democratic principles in 

                        communities and institutions

D2.Civ.10.3-5 Explain historical and contemporary means of changing society 
History

D2.His.15.3-5 Explain the influence of events on historical developments

Developing Claims and Using Evidence

D3.Organize evidence in a coherent argument using discipline-specific vocabulary, relevant well-chosen facts, 

       definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples 

	Common Core Standards
	CC.3.R.I.9 Compare and contrast the most important points and key details presented in two texts on the same 

                   topic 

CC.4.R.I.9 Integrate information from two texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about the subject 

                   knowledgeably

CC.5.R.I.9 Integrate information from several texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about the 

                   subject knowledgeably

	Connections
	Political Science, African American History, Civic Dispositions

	Students Outcomes
	Students will read excerpts from primary and secondary source documents to gather information about Marian Anderson’s concert delivered at the Lincoln Memorial and the role of citizens in making social and political change.


	Summative Assessment
	Students will identify one person who has created social and/or political change and write a brief description of that person and their accomplishments for a Good Citizen Hall of Fame display. Responses can be displayed on a real or virtual bulletin board.

	Materials
	Recording of Marian Anderson singing at the Lincoln Memorial           Eleanor Roosevelt Letter (primary source)

Oral History of Oscar Chapman                                                               Eleanor Roosevelt “My Day” Column

Reading Oral History Worksheet                                                             Venn Diagram

A Marble House Divided Article                                                             Civic Dispositions Worksheet

Eleanor Roosevelt Article                                                                        Biographical Sketch Planning Template

Transcript of Eleanor Roosevelt Letter                                                    Chalk or White Board, Chart Paper, Markers                         

	Vocabulary


	Tier 2 – (academic language) – distinguished, personality, contralto, resignation

	
	Tier 3 – (content language) - Assistant Secretary to the Interior, Daughters of the American Revolution, intolerance, racism, discrimination, segregation

	Prior Knowledge
	Students should have some understanding or awareness of the civil rights struggle. The event highlighted in this lesson took place prior to the Civil Rights Era but is considered by many to be a precursor to the Civil Rights Movement of the 1950’s and 1960’s

	Lesson Procedure – Day 1

	
	Teacher Action
	Student Action
	Suggested Modifications

	Engagement
	Without comment, play the recording of Marian Anderson singing the song America. Have students react to the song. List all responses from the students. Note: students might say that it is an old recording, it is classical music, they might not like it, etc. Accept all reasonable comments.
	Students listen to the Marian Anderson recording of America and list reactions to this song/event.
	

	Procedure Steps
	1. Distribute copies of the oral history of Oscar Chapman and the Reading an Oral History Template (students can work in pairs or groups of three). Model for the students how to read a primary source and begin completing the template with the students. Have the students read the remainder of the oral history transcript and complete the template in pairs or groups of three.

2. Divide the class into 3 groups. Provide each group with copies of one of these 3 sources:

· A Marble House Divided the Journal of American History article.

· Copies of the Eleanor Roosevelt Article (February 26, 1939)

· Copies of the Eleanor Roosevelt Letter (transcript), the Letter (primary source) and My Day column

Assign a recorder and reporter for each group.

3. After each group has had an opportunity to read their assigned source, have the recorder list all important details that the group learned from the text. Mingle among the groups to provide assistance with vocabulary, historical concepts, etc. 

4. Have the reporter for each group report out the important details from the text.  List the details on a chart paper or white board. 

5. Distribute copies of the 3 circled Venn diagram.  Assist students in labeling the circles.
	Students work with the teacher as he/she models how to read a primary source. Students finish reading the oral history and complete the template in pairs or groups of three.  

Students work with their group to list all important details from the text. 

The reporter for each group reports out on the important details learned from the text.

Students work individually to complete the Venn diagram. 


	Note: Students with access to computers can use the interactive Venn diagram at this website:

(see below the lesson)



	Closure
	Once all students have completed this activity return to the list of comments about the recording. Allow students to amend their comments based on the information learned from the sources. 

Read “Sweet Land of Liberty”
	Students use information from their sources to amend their initial comments about the recording.
	

	Lesson Procedure – Day 2

	
	Teacher Action
	Student Action
	Suggested Modifications

	Engagement
	Display these definitions:

Social Change is a difference in behavior or culture over time.  

Political Change is a difference created in or by a government.

Discuss the meanings of both terms and have students give examples.

Ex: Social Change – at one time most women worked only in the home, now many women also work outside of the home. 

Political Change – at one time, only men could vote, now because of the 19th amendment, women can also vote.

Ask this question: Can only government action create both social and political change?  Allow students time to discuss this question.
	Students work alone, with a partner, or in small groups to provide additional examples of both social and political change.  

· Social: some colleges were male only, now most if not all colleges are co-ed

· Political: separate facilities for whites and black, now all public facilities are open to everyone

Students will discuss the question and offer examples of how private citizens can create both social and political change.

Possible Examples:  Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Frederick Douglass, Ruby Bridges, Ida B. Wells, Cesar Chavez, etc.  Also, encourage students to identify local citizens who work for positive change in the community.
	Reread and provide additional explanation or modeling for students who are struggling to answer this question. For students who are visual learners, post the question on a chart or the board.

	Teacher Background:

Civic dispositions refer to those attitudes and ingrained habits of mind that are conducive to behavior that leads to the healthy functioning and common good of the democratic system. These dispositions also enhance the individual’s ability to participate competently and responsibly in the political system.  The National Council for the Social Studies lists these civic dispositions: persistence, respect for the rights of other individuals, respect for the law, honesty, tolerance of ambiguity/uncertainty, civic mindedness, courage, patriotism, open mindedness, negotiation & compromise, civility, compassion, and critical mindedness.  These dispositions are acquired throughout the student’s development and are taught and reinforced by families, schools, churches, and communities. In the school setting, the role of civic dispositions should be a matter of deliberate study and discussion rather than left to haphazard assimilation (ex: citing literary and historical figures exemplifying the dispositions of civic virtue.) For the very young child, civic dispositions are first introduced through the recognition of desired behaviors: cooperation, patience, modesty, respect, etc. which will later be expanded and refined into understanding and demonstrating civic dispositions.

	
	Teacher Action
	Student Action
	 Suggested Modifications

	Procedure Steps
	Distribute the Civic Dispositions Worksheet. Complete the columns for several of the more difficult terms with the students and model the definitions and examples. Students are to use the information from the sources for Oscar L. Chapman, Marian Anderson, and Eleanor Roosevelt

Example:

NATIONAL STANDARD

YOUR DEFINITION

EXAMPLES FROM THE TEXT

PERSISTENCE

Never giving up even when it looks like the goal is impossible to reach

Oscar L. Chapman was persistent in finding a place for Marian Anderson to sing even after the DAR refused to let her sing at Constitution Hall. He called the President and got permission for her to sing at the Lincoln Memorial


	Students complete the template using examples from the 3 sources. Students can work individually, in pairs or small groups. 

Note:  It is possible that not every civic disposition will be demonstrated in the text. If there are no examples for a particular disposition, have the students write – No Example.
	If there are time issues, the civic dispositions could be divided among the students so that they have fewer dispositions to define.



	Lesson Procedure – Day 3

	
	Teacher Action
	Student Action
	 Suggested Modifications

	Engagement
	Review the list of civic dispositions and their definitions. If time permits, play this word game.

· List the civic dispositions on the board

· Read the definition or action that illustrates the disposition

Have students match the word with the definition
	Students match the definition with the civic disposition. This can be done orally or as a written exercise.
	A kinesthetic game can be played by writing the civic disposition words on 1 set of index cards and the definitions on another. Distribute the cards and have students move around the room to find the match. Have the students read the words and definitions out loud.

	Procedure Steps
	Display a *list of people who have affected social or political change through their actions. Have students self select (or assign students) one of the names. Students will then conduct research to determine what change occurred as a result of this person’s actions.  Direct students to write a brief synopsis about this person. (See attached planning template) 
	Students select a person from a list of names that has been provided. Students then research that person to determine how their actions helped to make social or political change and then write a brief synopsis about that person. 
	*List Starter: Ellen Swallow Richards, Rachel Carson, Jackie Robinson, Clara Barton, Martin Luther King, Jr., Cesar Chavez, Mary Harris Jones (Mother Jones), Abraham Lincoln, Horace Mann, Emma Hart Willard, Mary McLeod Bethune, Ida B. Wells, Lucretia Mott,  Susan B, Anthony, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Elizabeth , Victoria Woodhull, Harriet Hemenway, Ruby Bridges, Claudette Colvin, Shirley Chisholm

	Closure
	Create a bulletin board (real or virtual) to display the various reports. Students can provide pictures or drawings of the person and/or event being profiled.
	
	

	Extension
	Have students respond to the prompt: What does this phrase mean? Genius Draws No Color Line. Use examples from what you have learned in this lesson to explain your response.


3 Ringed Venn Diagram

http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/venn-diagram-circles-a-30032.html
Internet Resources

National Film Preservation Foundation

http://www.filmpreservation.org/dvds-and-books/clips/marian-anderson-the-lincoln-memorial-concert-1939
Public Radio International Interview

http://www.pri.org/stories/arts-entertainment/music/marian-anderson-lincoln-memorial.html
You Tube Video 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mAONYTMf2pk
You Tube Video – Newsreel of Marian Anderson 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XF9Quk0QhSE
Video of Secretary of the Interior Introduction to Marian Anderson

http://www.billboard.com/column/the-juice/28-black-music-milestones-marian-anderson-1005022742.story#/column/the-juice/28-black-music-milestones-marian-anderson-1005022742.story
National Park Service Map of Mall Area in Washington D.C. 

http://www.nps.gov/nama/planyourvisit/upload/NACCmap1.pdf
Interactive Venn Diagram

http://interactives.mped.org/view_interactive.aspx?id=28&title=
Printable Venn Diagram

http://www.classroomjr.com/printable-blank-venn-diagrams/3-circle-venn-diagram-blank/
Center for Civic Education Lesson Plans and Resources for Civic Engagement

http://new.civiced.org/resources/curriculum
Eleanor Roosevelt Letter of Resignation From the DAR

http://docs.fdrlibrary.marist.edu/tmirhfee.html
“Reading” an Oral History

· Who was interviewed? ____________________________________________________________

· Who conducted the interview? ___________________________________________________

· What was the topic? _______________________________________________________________

· When was the interview conducted? _____________________________________________
· Where was the interview conducted? ___________________________________________

· Think about the topic.  Does this interview help you answer questions about the topic? _________________________

If you answered “yes”, list the information from the text that helped you answer your questions. ______________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________

If you answered “no”, what questions are still unanswered? ______________
___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________

· How did the textbook/trade book and the interview contribute to your understanding of the event? ______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
A Marble House Divided:

The Lincoln Memorial, the Civil Rights Movement, and the Politics of Memory, 1939-1963

Scott A. Sandage

__________________________________________________________________

Around 1910 the graduating eighth graders in Omega, Virginia, earned five dollars at a taffy pull and elected a boy named Oscar to buy a picture for their school. At a store in a nearby town, he chose a dandy one in an ornate frame. The clerk asked, “Are you sure you want that one?” Oscar was sure; he went back and hung it in the school. “The next morning…the teacher came, and she was horrified,” Oscar’s widow recalls. “The pupils went home at lunchtime and told their parents. By afternoon there was a great commotion about it,” and the school board expelled Oscar the next day. The ornate frame held a portrait of Abe Lincoln. The boy was soon reinstated once his guardian reminded the school board that McGuffey’s reader told nothing of Lincoln’s crimes against the Old South, still a living memory in Omega. Oscar graduated having learned “a stern lesson in intolerance.” Thirty years later, as Franklin D. Roosevelt’s assistant secretary of the interior, Oscar L. Chapman did not hesitate when a civil rights leader asked permission to use the Lincoln Memorial for an open-air concert by contralto Marian Anderson, whom the Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) had refused to book into Constitution Hall because she was black. 

     On Easter Sunday 1939, Anderson sang to an integrated crowd of seventy-five thousand at the Lincoln Memorial: “My country ‘tis of thee, Sweet land of liberty, To thee we sing.” Not “Of thee I sing,” as the lyric usually goes, but “To thee we sing.”

The Journal of American History  June 1993 pages 135-136.
February 26, 1939

Eleanor Roosevelt Resigns from the 
Daughters of the American Revolution

On February 26, 1939, Eleanor Roosevelt resigned from the Daughters of the American Revolution in support of African American opera singer Marian Anderson. 

As a celebrated opera singer Marian Anderson was used to attracting public attention for her singing, but ironically it was her inability to sing that placed her at the center of a great controversy and drew the attention of one of the most famous women of her time, First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt. 

During the 1930’s, African American contralto Marian Anderson sang at Europe’s most famous concert halls and met with great success, but when she returned to the United States she encountered racism, discrimination, and segregation. In January 1939, Ms. Anderson wanted to give a performance at Constitution Hall in Washington, D. C., but was told by the manager that she could not use the hall because of a prior engagement. After her request for alternate performance dates was also refused, the reason for Ms. Anderson’s dismissal was clear. Marian Anderson could not sing at Constitution Hall because the Hall’s owners – the Daughters of the American Revolution (D.A.R.) – had a policy to not allow African American performers on the stage. 

Many people spoke out against the Daughters of the American Revolution’s policy, but the civil rights issue soon took on national importance; the D.A.R. had one member who was not willing to sit idly by as the organization discriminated against Marian Anderson, and that was Eleanor Roosevelt. From the beginning, there was no question whose side Mrs. Roosevelt was on; a champion of civil rights, Eleanor Roosevelt welcomed both blacks and whites at the White House, and even invited Marian Anderson to perform there in 1936. However, as the First Lady, Eleanor Roosevelt was aware her actions could anger some of her husband’s political supporters, but in the end Mrs. Roosevelt put politics aside and followed her conscience. On February 26, 1939, Eleanor Roosevelt sent a letter to the Chairwoman of the DAR announcing her resignation. 

Adapted from the Franklin D. Roosevelt Library website.
Transcript of Eleanor Roosevelt’s resignation letter to the D.A.R.
February 26, 1939.

My dear Mrs. Henry M. Robert, Jr.:

I am afraid that I have never been a very useful member of the Daughters of the American Revolution, so I know it will make very little difference to you whether I resign, or whether I continue to be a member of your organization.

However, I am in complete disagreement with the attitude taken in refusing Constitution Hall to a great artist. You have set an example which seems to me unfortunate, and I feel obliged to send in to you my resignation. You had an opportunity to lead in an enlightened way and it seems to me that your organization has failed.

I realize that many people will not agree with me, but feeling as I do this seems to me the only proper procedure to follow.

Very sincerely yours,

Eleanor Roosevelt

[image: image1.jpg]Pebruary 26, 1939,

Hege M.
Ny doar irs., Roborts 1t
£ g crras vias 1 s nsver been o vecy

useful member of in . she
Amcrican Revoluiion, now 1% 2il:

“make very I1tile Uifference %o you whether

Anue o be,
member of your organization,

However, I am in complets dlsagrescent
with ihé atiitude taken i refusing
Conatilution Hall %o & great arvist.

You have set an example waich seems to
e unfortunute, and I feel obliged to
send in o you'sy resignation,  You
Bad_an opportunity to lead in an enligh-
tened way and it seems to me that your
organization has falled.

I realize that many people will not agree
b pe, but feeling as I do this seces
o me the only proper procedure to
follow,

Very sincerely yours,




Eleanor Roosevelt 's My Day Column
FEBRUARY 27, 1939 

MY DAY

Eleanor Roosevelt

Washington, D.C., Sunday 

Here we are back in Washington. I woke this morning to what sounded like a real spring rain. The grass outside my window look green and I though I suppose we will probably have a blizzard next week, at the moment I feel as though spring had really arrived.

I am having a very peaceful day. I drove my car a short distance out of the city this morning to pilot some friends of mine who are staring off for a vacation in Florida. I think this will be my only excursion out of the White House today, for I have plenty of work to do on an accumulation of mail and I hope to get through in time to enjoy an evening of uninterrupted reading.

I have been debating in my mind for some time, a question which I have had to debate with myself once or twice before in my life. Usually I have decided differently from the way in which I am deciding now. The question is, if you belong to an organization and disapprove of an action which is typical of a policy, should you resign or is it better to work for a changed point of view within the organization? In the past, when I was able to work actively in any organization to which I belonged, I have usually stayed in until I had at least made a fight and had been defeated.

Even then, I have, as a rule, accepted my defeat and decided I was wrong or, perhaps, a little too far ahead of the thinking of the majority at that time. I have often found that the thing in which I was interested was done some years later. But, in this case, I belong to an organization in which I can do no active work. They have taken an action which has been widely talked of in the press. To remain as a member implies approval of that action, and therefore I am resigning.

I have just seen some people who are arranging for the Coronado Cuarto Centennial Celebration in New Mexico in 1940. All the plans for this celebration, which will begin in May 1940, sound interesting and delightful. New Mexico has many historic spots. There is beauty and an almost foreign interest in this state which has so many ties with Spain and the South and Central American countries. I hope that 1940 will see a great awakening of interest in this part of our nation. More of our American citizens than ever before should see this land of sunshine and color. I, for one, will make every effort to make the rounds of all the exhibitions which will be available during the summer following the opening of this celebration.

While we are speaking on interesting things in the West let me tell you that I have been sent a pamphlet by the "Save the Redwoods League" of Berkeley, Calif, which pictures commercial exploitation of the beautiful redwood trees in the State of California. Anyone who has ever taken the drive up from the Yosemite to the State of Oregon, cannot fail to have an unforgettable picture of those giants of the forest. They have stood thousands of years. Perhaps some of them have reached maturity, but it seems to me a wicked thing to cut them down when that time arrives. Can not either the State or the Nation take a hand in preserving those forests?

E.R.





                          (From the Franklin D. Roosevelt Library website)
3 Circle Venn Diagram

Name______________________________________Date___________________________Subject _________________________
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Examples of Civic Dispositions Being Demonstrated

Directions: Write you own definition for each civic disposition. Find examples from the text of that disposition being demonstrated by Oscar L. Chapman, Marian Anderson, or Walter White. List that example in column 3.
	Civic Disposition
Definition
	Your Definition 
	Examples from the Text

	[image: image19.wmf]Patriotism

[image: image20.wmf]
	
	

	  Open Mindedness

Mindedness



	
	

	Negotiation & Compromise


	
	

	Civic Disposition
Definition
	Your Definition 
	Examples from the Text

	Civility
	
	

	      Compassion


	
	

	Critical Mindedness


	
	

	Persistence

 Focused effort

 despite adversity.


	
	

	Civic Disposition
Definition
	Your Definition 
	Examples from the Text

	Respect for the rights of other

Individuals

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



	
	

	Respect for the law



	
	

	Honesty




	
	

	Tolerance of Ambiguity



	
	

	Civic Disposition
Definition
	Your Definition 
	Examples from the Text

	Civic Mindedness



	
	

	Courage


	
	


Name of Person _____________________________________________

When did this person live and what was it like to be alive during this time?____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What was the social or political change caused by this person’s action?

__________________________________________________________
Write a brief description of the action that created either social or political change.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What was the civic disposition(s) exhibited by this person?
___________________________________________________________________
List the source (where did you find your information?)

___________________________________________________________________
Now write a brief paragraph about this person using the information that you found during your research. Remember that your work will be displayed as part of a Good Citizen Hall of Fame. 

EXTRA RESOURCES

BELOW

[image: image3.jpg]


 [image: image4.jpg]


[image: image5.jpg]1039,

ors Mari

\Tf;rong Hon
POSED | In Concert at Lﬂlfglrl Memorial\ S“‘

HATARD,
g \‘Estinmled 75,000, Calhered at Monument to\
says 1t Will Emancipator Rush Toward Negro Singer |sell
{ Is Already \ at End—Ickes Introduces Her ™
S 1
e o T N TOEE
el DAR ene 08 S anument ot 0
N, AN QGG 7o | etloeltR Mool and
flectine and i
ot

luding et the foot of
¢ ‘and beard

ntral
od her an un
ten rmission (0 $in
o Hall had been 1
I v the Daugh-|

R evolution.

a. ‘Whe

s ‘outdoors
o moon, and the
o M iEtinction of



 [image: image6.jpg]


 [image: image7.jpg]e

Mis. HiNgy M. Roiiiez . <
VRESIDENT GENAL
NATIONAL SOCIETY DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION

NENORIAL CONTINENTAL IALLVASHINGTON. DG




 [image: image8.jpg]Pebruary 26, 1939,

Hege M.
Ny doar irs., Roborts 1t
£ g crras vias 1 s nsver been o vecy

useful member of in . she
Amcrican Revoluiion, now 1% 2il:

“make very I1tile Uifference %o you whether

Anue o be,
member of your organization,

However, I am in complets dlsagrescent
with ihé atiitude taken i refusing
Conatilution Hall %o & great arvist.

You have set an example waich seems to
e unfortunute, and I feel obliged to
send in o you'sy resignation,  You
Bad_an opportunity to lead in an enligh-
tened way and it seems to me that your
organization has falled.

I realize that many people will not agree
b pe, but feeling as I do this seces
o me the only proper procedure to
follow,

Very sincerely yours,




	TOLERANCE OF AMBIGUITY
	
	PATRIOTISM

	OPEN MINDEDNESS
	
	NEGOTIATION & COMPROMISE



	CIVILITY
	
	COMPASSION

	CRITICAL MINDEDNESS
	
	PERSISTENCE

	RESPECT FOR THE

RIGHTS OF OTHER 

INDIVIDUALS
	
	HONESTY




	Treat others how we want to be treated
	
	Accepting the rules in society, even the ones we disagree with, in order to create a safe environment and promote the common good

	Willingness to speak truth, even when it’s easier to be quiet
	
	Willingness to accept that some things will not be clear to me the first time and that there is not always one right answer to every question


	Consciously considering and taking action for what is best for the common good
	
	Willingness to speak/stand for what you think or believe


Oral History Interview with

Oscar L. Chapman

Assistant Secretary of the Interior, 1933-46; Under Secretary of the Interior, 1946-49; Secretary of the Interior, 1949-53

Washington, DC 

August 2, 1972

Jerry N. Hess

HESS: Lincoln’s photo was not on the wall of too many homes in that area.

CHAPMAN: It wasn’t on the wall of any home in that county, not in that county. His picture wasn’t anywhere, Magill’s History of Virginia (Magill, Mary Tucker. History of Virginia for the use of schools. Baltimore: Turbull Brothers, 1873) is the history book we studied out of, and that book didn’t have Lincoln’s picture and it had one line about Lincoln in the whole book of Magill’s History of Virginia. That was the name of it. It made one reference which consisted of just one line, a reference about Lincoln. 

HESS: Do you recall what that line was?

CHAPMAN: I had memorized it by heart, but I’ve been so busy these last few years practicing law, I’ve really forgotten the line; but it was a reference to the change of the era, some reference to the change of an ear. What he was saying, I think, was the change of the era the Civil War had brought an end to, and so on. And he was talking about the Civil War, the writer was, the, author. So he brought that in that way. As I say, there was only one line. That was the history of Virginia as far as they were concerned. That’s all he amounted to. And there was no other book that I ever saw that had his name in it as all, nothing else that I had in school. Well, Mr. Wolfe, than I told him the story of what I had done, and I had done a terrible thing for that county.

My little cousin and I had been picked to go to town to buy a picture for the schoolroom. Of course had raised $5 out of our families’ pocket, from a candy pulling and that was all we could get -- $5. And they gave us no instruction as to what to get. They had no idea what they wanted, and I tried to get some instructions from the teacher and she said, “No, you and your little cousin Grace have got to pick this yourself. I’m not going to have anything to do with it.”

Well, on Saturday, that’s the kind of a day you go to town anyway, her father got in his wagon, and had his two pretty horses and Grace, my cousin. But we got in his wagon at the little meeting place which was the country store there, and we got in there as early as he told us to, and the distance is about four miles from Omega; that was our post office address. Route 1, South Boston, We went on over to South Boston, and we passed by a terrible looking little junk shop, but a little art place that had a lot of pictures. The man I was with was my cousin and he said, “Now, here’s a place that’s got a lot of pictures, and you haven’t got much money but you can buy one in here with the money you’ve got. So you kids get off here and look and I’ll be back in an hour. I’ve got to do some business uptown and I’ll be back to pick you up.”

Well, we looked around. We had a wonderful time looking at all those pictures. The gilt on the frame was the thing that attracted my attention, and it looked pretty. It was very pretty. Believe it or not, this is what happened. We were in this little kind of a basement store. Like this, you went down two or three steps to go into the shop, and the pictures were lined up against the walls, and some were hanging. There was one hanging over here in this corner as I remember, and it attracted my attention because his appearance, the whiskers he had, made him look distinguished in some ways, and somehow or other he attracted me and he was more than just an ordinary man. 

HESS: Did you recognize him?

CHAPMAN: No, I never saw him before. I had never seen him before. You see, it was after that when I went to Mr. Wolfe’s library during this little interval about two weeks separate. I said to Grace, “Grace, that’s a good looking frame. Look at it, it’s gold.”  It was a gold frame. It was nothing but gold leaf stuff painted on there, I said, “That’s only $4.95. That’s right within our limits. And that will give us a nickel over and we’ll take that back to the school.” I said, “I like that. Do you see anything else you like better?”

Well, we looked around at three or four pictures; they didn’t mean anymore than the rest of them, than Lincoln did, because we didn’t know them either. We looked at many pictures.

She said, “Really, Oscar, I think that first one we looked at is just as good as any. That’s fine looking personality in that frame. I mean, his face. I like the looks of his face.

 I said, “I do, too. He looks distinguished with those whiskers.” One of my good uncles used to wear whiskers like that and I thought they were great on my uncle and I was real fond of him. 

She said, “Let’s get that.”

I said, “All right.”

So, we asked the fellow to get it for us and I had his name written down. 

Well, Monday morning we went on over to school with the picture. We got over to school a little before school time in time for me to hang this picture, and I hung it right on next to the blackboard, at the end of the blackboard. I hung this picture. Well, about half of the kids went home from school to lunch at noon. The other half had a little too far to go to lunch. They brought their lunch with them. I took mine with me. They went home to lunch, of course, and the children of these two school board members told their parents about how I bought a picture and they didn’t seem to mention my little girlfriend that went with me. They didn’t seem to mention her. I was the only one. They’d had their eye on me as a radical anyway. I was about 12 years old, not quite 12 when I finished there. To get the sequence of this story straight, it was the next afternoon that the teacher came down to our house, driving down on a horse to tell me that I was expelled from school by the school board and that I couldn’t come back anymore. I said, “What did I do?”

“Well they said that you had disgraced the school by bringing in a picture of Abraham Lincoln.”

I said, “Abraham Lincoln?”

She said, “Yes. Now, I want you to know that I’m on your side and I’m with you, but there’s nothing I can do. I just have to pass the word on, what the school board has told me.”

They had a meeting that night and I slipped away from home and drove back over to the school house where they were meeting just to see what they were doing. I was looking through the school window, on the backside looking through watching them, and I saw that school board member take that picture and break it up over the wood box we had there for wood. He broke that picture up and left it in the wood box thinking that we’d burn it up. Well, I waited until they left and I got the big wire screen off of the window, pulled it out far enough that I could get through it, and I got in and went back into school and took the picture and hung it back up on the wire on the nail up there.

Of course, they knew I did it. Everybody knew I did it. I didn’t talk about it and I wouldn’t admit that I did. I wouldn’t talk about it at all. But that is what they had done. The school board members didn’t come to my mother; they didn’t come and see her. But Mr. Wolfe came to town, came back to this community within those first few days, and therefore I hadn’t been out of school but a few days then, and that’s when he sent for me. He heard about this story and he sent for me and asked me what I’d done. I told him all with the exception of telling him about going to the school window. 

He said, “Well, now, Oscar, tell me the whole story. Did you do something there that could be considered a violation of the law?”

Well. I didn’t know whether it’s a violation of the law or not for a boy to crawl through the window of the school and get in and hang his picture back up. I said, “That night after they got through their meeting, I crawled through that window, pulled the screen off and crawled through and got in and hung my picture back on the wire they had left hanging together, and I hung it back up,”

He said, “Did you do that?”

I said, “Yes, I did.”

He said, “I’m glad you told me. I will see that they are going to reinstate you, and I am going right now and I’m going down and catch each of them at home while they’re having dinner. I’m going to sue each one of them for their farms, the price of their farms. I’m going to sue them for depriving you of your rights.”










































Respect for community, country, and its values, principles, and symbols.





Willingness to listen to others and consider different points of view





Exchange of ideas to reach a common understanding.








Behaving in a way that shows respect for others in thought and action.








Feelings of kindness, caring, & empathy at the advocacy level.





Looking at ideas, including your own, from multiple perspectives in an effort to improve.








Treat others how we want to be treated.





Accepting the rules in society, even the ones we disagree with, in order to create a safe environment and promote the common good.





Willingness to       speak truth, even when it’s easier to be quiet.








Willingness to accept that some things will not be clear to me the first time and that there is not always one right answer to every question.





Consciously considering and taking action for what is best for the common good.





Willingness to speak/stand for what you think or believe.








