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…Especially important for Egypt was that Nubia was also a corridor to central Africa and a point

for the trans-shipment of exotic goods from that region, including: frankincense, myrrh, … ivory,

ebony, and other exotic woods, precious oils, resins and gums, panther and leopard skins,

monkeys, dogs, giraffes, ostrich feathers and eggs …

…Nubia was also an important source of manpower and labor for the Egyptians.  The Palermo

Stone records that early in the Fourth Dynasty, King Snefru led a military campaign into Nubia

reputedly to crush a “revolt” there (the Egyptians considered all enemies – whether foreign or

domestic – as “rebels” against the natural order).  According to that text, he captured 200,000

head of cattle and 7,000 prisoners, all of whom were deported to Egypt as laborers on royal

building projects.  While some archaeologists argue that this campaign was limited to Lower

Nubia, others note that the amount of 7,000 is rather high for a country that was fairly

depopulated at the time.  If the number was not inflated as royal propaganda, then Snefru could

have penetrated into Upper Nubia as far as the Land of Yam and made his conquests there.

…Egypt dominated parts of Nubia from about 1950 to 1000 B.C.  Forts, trading posts and

Egyptian style temples were built…and the Nubian elite adopted the worship of Egyptian gods

and even the Egyptian hieroglyphic writing system.  The gold, ebony and ivory of Nubia

contributed to the material wealth of Egypt, and many of the famed treasures of the Egyptian

kings were made of products from Nubia.

By 800 B.C., Egypt had fragmented into [competing regions].  In 747 B.C., the city of Thebes in

southern Egypt was threatened by northerners, and the Egyptians called upon the Nubian king

for protection…king Piye marched north from his capital at Napata, rescued Thebes and

reunified Egypt.  For the next 100 years, [Nubian] kings ruled both Nubia and Egypt.


