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Volstead Act- 1920 
 
TITLE II. 
PROHIBITION OF INTOXICATING BEVERAGES. 
 
SEC. 3. No person shall on or after the date when the eighteenth amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States goes into effect, manufacture, sell, barter, transport 
import, export, deliver, furnish or possess my intoxicating liquor except as authorized in 
this Act, and all the provisions of this Act shall be liberally construed to the end that the 
use of intoxicating liquor as a beverage may be prevented. 
Liquor for non beverage purposes and wine or sacramental purposes may be 
manufactured, purchased, sold, bartered transported, imported, exported, delivered, 
furnished and possessed, but only as herein provided, and the commissioner may, upon 
application, issue permits therefor: Provided, That nothing| in this Act shall prohibit the 
purchase and sale of warehouse receipts covering distilled spirits on deposit in 
Government bonded warehouses, and no special tax liability shall attach to the business 
of purchasing and selling such warehouse receipts.... 
 
 
SEC. 21. Any room, house, building, boat, vehicle, structure, or place where intoxicating 
liquor is manufactured, sold, kept, or bartered in violation of this title, and all intoxicating 
liquor and property kept and used in maintaining the same, is hereby declared to be a 
common nuisance, and any person who maintains such a common nuisance shall be 
guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof shall be fined not more than $1,000 
or be imprisoned for not more than one year, or both.... 
 
SEC. 25. It shall be unlawful to have or possess any liquor or property designed for the 
manufacture of liquor intended for use in violating this title or which has been so used, 
and no property rights shall exist in any such liquor or property.... No search warrant 
shall issue to search any private dwelling occupied as such unless it is being used for the 
unlawful sale of intoxicating liquor, or unless it is in part used for some business 
purposes such as a store, shop, saloon, restaurant, hotel, or boarding house.... 
 
SEC. 29. Any person who manufactures or sells liquor in violation of this title shall for a 
first offense be fined not more than $1,000, or imprisoned not exceeding six months, and 
for a second or subsequent offense shall be fined not less than $200 nor more than $2,000 
and be imprisoned not less than one month nor more than five years. 
  
http://www.multied.com/documents/Volstead.html 


