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U.S. Apparent Consumption of the Drinking Age Population in Gallons per Year, 
1850-1935 

 
 

  Beer     Spirits     Wine     All Beverages 
Year  Volume Ethanol   Volume Ethanol   Volume Ethanol   Ethanol 
1850 2.7 0.14   4.17 1.88   0.46 0.03   2.05 
1860 5.39 0.27   4.79 2.16   0.57 0.1   2.53 
1870 8.73 0.44   3.4 1.53   0.53 0.1   2.07 
1871-80 11.26 0.56   2.27 1.02   0.77 0.14   1.72 
1881-90 17.94 0.9   2.12 0.95   0.76 0.14   1.99 
1891-95 23.42 1.17   2.12 0.95   0.6 0.11   2.23 
1896-1900 23.72 1.19   1.72 0.77   0.55 0.1   2.06 
1901-05 26.2 1.31   2.11 0.95   0.71 0.13   2.39 
1906-10 29.27 1.47   2.14 0.96   0.92 0.17   2.6 
1911-15 29.53 1.48   2.09 0.94   0.79 0.14   2.56 
1916-19 21.63 1.08   1.68 0.76   0.69 0.12   1.96 

1934 13.58 0.61   0.64 0.29   0.36 0.07   0.970 
1935 15.13 0.68   0.96 0.42   0.5 0.09   1.200 
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