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Then let such, where Providence hath ordained to live as Servants,
either in England or beyond Sea, endure the prefixed yoak of their
limited time with patience, and then in a small computation of
years...they may become Masters and Mistresses of Families
themselves. And let this be spoke to the deserved praise of Mary-Land,
That the four years | served there were not to me so slavish, asatwo
years Servitude of a Handicraft apprenticeship was here in London...

They whose abilities cannot extend to purchase their own
transportation into Mary-Land ... | say they may for the debarment of a
four years sordid liberty, go over into this Province and there live
plenteously well. And what’s afour years Servitude to advantage aman
all the remainder of his dayes, making his predecessors happy in his
sufficient abilities, which he attained to partly by the restrainment of
small atime?

Now those that commit themselves into the care of the Merchant to
carry them over, they need not trouble themselves with any inquisitive
search touching their Voyage; for there is such an honest care and
provision made for them all the time they remain aboard the ship, and
are sailing over, that they want for nothing that is necessary and
convenient.

...For know, That the Servants here in Mary-Land of all Colonies,
distant or remote Plantations, have the least cause to complain, either for
strictness of Servitude, want of Provisions, or need of apparel: Five
dayes and a half in the summer weeks is the allotted time that they work
in; and for two months, when the sun predominates in the highest pitch
of his heat, they claim an antient and customary Priviledge, to repose
themselves three hours in the day within the house, and thisis
undeniably granted to them that work in the Fields.

A Character of the Province of Maryland [1666]* - Page 2 of 2

Developed by Betsy Johnson, Office of Social Studies—MSDE, December, 2001



In the Winter time, which lasteth three months, ... they do little or no
work or impolyment, save cutting of wood to make good fires to sit by,
unless their Ingenuity will prompt them to hunt the Deer, or Bear, ... For
every Servant has a Gun, Powder, and shot allowed him, to sport him
withall on al Holidayes and leasurable times, if he be capable of using
it, or be willing to learn.

Now those Servants which come over into this Province, being
[craftsmen], they never (during their Servitude) work in the Fields, or do
any other imployment save that which their Handicraft and Mechanick
endeavours are capable of putting them upon, and are esteem’ d as well
by their Masters, ... Hethat's a Tradesman herein Mary-Land (though
a Servant), lives aswell as most common Handicrafts do in London,
though they may want something of that Liberty which Freemen have, to
go and come at their pleasure; ... He that livesin the nature of a Servant
In this Province, must serve but four years by the Custom of the
Country; and when the expiration of his time speaks him a Freeman,
there'saLaw in the Province, that enjoyns his Master whom he hath
served to give him Fifty Acres of Land, Corn to serve him awhole year,
three Suits of Apparel, with things necessary to them, and Tools to work
withall; so that they are no sooner free, but they are ready to set up for
themselves, and when once entred, they live passingly well.
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