
Declaration of Rights of the Negro Peoples of the World

Drafted and adopted at Convention held in New York, 1920, over which Marcus
Garvey presided as Chairman, and at which he was elected Provisional
President of Africa.

Preamble
Be it Resolved, That the Negro people of the world, through their chosen
representatives in convention assembled in Liberty Hall, in the City of New York
and United States of America, from August 1 to August 31, in the year of our
Lord, one thousand nine hundred and twenty, protest against the wrongs and
injustices they are suffering at the hands of their white brethren, and state what
they deem their fair and just rights, as well as the treatment they propose to
demand of all men in the future.

We complain:
II. In certain parts of the United States of America our race is denied the right of
public trial accorded to other races when accused of crime, but are lynched and
burned by mobs, and such brutal and inhuman treatment is even practiced upon
our women.

XII. Against all such inhuman, unchristian and uncivilized treatment we here and
now emphatically protest, and invoke the condemnation of all mankind. In order
to encourage our race all over the world and to stimulate it to a higher and
grander destiny, we demand and insist on the following Declaration of Rights:

1. Be it known to all men that whereas, all men are created equal and entitled
to the rights of life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness, and because of this we,
the duly elected representatives of the Negro peoples of the world, invoking the
aid of the just and Almighty God do declare all men women and children of our
blood throughout the world free citizens, and do claim them as free citizens of
Africa, the Motherland of all Negroes.

5. We assert that the Negro is entitled to even-handed justice before all courts
of law and equity in whatever country he may be found, and when this is
denied him on account of his race or color such denial is an insult to the race
as a while and should be resented by the entire boy of Negroes.

17. Whereas, the lynching, by burning, hanging or any other means, of human
beings is a barbarous practice, and a shame and disgrace to civilization, we
therefore declared any country guilty of such atrocities outside the pale of
civilization.
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