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Mr. President, I have not the facts and figures here, but I want the country to get
the full view of the Southern side of this question and the justification for anything
we did. We were sorry we had the necessity forced upon us, but we could not
help it, and as white men we are not sorry for it, and we do not propose to
apologize for anything we have done in connection with it. We took the
government away from them [African Americans] in 1876. We did take it. If no
other Senator has come here previous to this time who would acknowledge it,
more is the pity. We have had no fraud in our elections in South Carolina since
1884. There has been no organized Republican party in the State.

We did not disfranchise the negroes until 1895. Then we had a constitutional
convention convened which took the matter up calmly, deliberately, and
avowedly with the purpose of disfranchising as many of them as we could under
the fourteenth and fifteenth amendments. We adopted the educational
qualification as the only means left to us, and the negro is as contented and as
prosperous and as well protected in South Carolina to-day as in any State of the
Union south of the Potomac. He is not meddling with politics, for he found that
the more he meddled with them the worse off he got. As to his “rights” - I will not
discuss them now.

We of the South have never recognized the right of the negro to govern white
men, and we never will. We have never believed him to be equal to the white
man, and we will not submit to his gratifying his lust on our wives and daughters
without lynching him. I would to God the last one of them was in Africa and that
none of them had ever been brought to our shores. But I will not pursue the
subject further.
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