Letter, Eleanor Roosevelt to Walter White detailing the First Lady's lobbying
efforts for federal action against lynchings, 19 March 1936. (NAACP Records)
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My dear Mr. White:

Before I received your letter today I
had been inm to the President, talkipg to him about
your letter snclosing that of the Attorney Géeneral.
{ I told him that it seemsd rather terrible that one
{ could get mnothing done and that I 414 not blame you
in the least for fealing thers was no intersest in
this very serious question, I asked him if there
wers any possibility of getting even one step taken,
and he maid the Aifficulty is that it is unconsti-
tutional apparently for the Federal Govermment to
step in in the lynching situation. The Government
has only been allowed to do anmything sbout kidnap-
ping because of its interstate aspect, and even that
bas not as yet been appealed sc they ars not sure
that it will be declarsd constitut ional.

The President feels that lynching is
a queat ion of education in the states, rallying
good citizens, and creating public opinion so that
the localities themselves will wips it out. How-
ever, if it were done by a Northerner, it will
have apn antagonistic effect. I will talk %o him
sgain about ths Van Nuyas resolution and will try
10 talk also to Senator Byrnes and get his point
of view. I am deeply troubled about the whole
situation s it sesms to be a terrible thing to
stapd by and let it continue and fesl that one can-
not speak out as to his feeling. I think your next
step would be %o talk to the more prominent members
of the Senate. u

Yery sincerely yours,
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