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► Identify the importance of text complexity in 
disciplinary literacy. 
 

► Compare the CCSS grade level expectations for text 
complexity. 
 

► Identify the three tools used to evaluate text 
complexity. 
 

► Examine and apply text complexity tools to determine 
an appropriate reading selection for a classroom. 
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                 Lexile  
CD-DVD Instructions   1080 
USA Today     1100 
High School Text (11-12)            1070-1220 
College Text    1215 
Baltimore Sun    1250 
W4 Applications    1260 
Student Loan Applications  1270 
Wall Street Journal   1320 
Washington Post    1350 
*Scores listed are averages 
   

  



 
There is a significant 
gap between the text 
complexity of high 
school texts and those 
required by many 
post-secondary 
pursuits. 

Lexile Readability Scores for Key CCR Texts  



ACT Performance and Text Complexity 



 “…what appears to differentiate those who 
are more likely to be ready from those who are 
less likely is their proficiency in understanding 
complex texts.” 
 

ACT – Reading Between the Lines 
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 Gap between college and high school text is huge. 
 

 What students can read, in terms of complexity is 
greatest predictor of success in college. 
 

 Too many students reading at too low a level.  
 

 Standards include a staircase of increasing text 
complexity from elementary through high school. 

 







Cluster: Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 

CCR Anchor Standard #10    
 

Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently 
 and proficiently 
 

RST.6-8.10  

By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend science/technical texts in the grades 6–8 text 
complexity band independently and proficiently.  
 

Lexile:   
955-1155 



Directions: 
 Analyze the staircase of text 

complexity in   K-12 Text 
Complexity  Expectations 
(Standard 10)  . 
 

 Discuss with a partner or your 
group, the “staircase of 
complexity” to reach CCR 
Anchor Standard by 
graduation.  

 







 Qualitative 
 

 Quantitative 
 

 Reader and Task Considerations 



 
 includes readability and other scores of text 

complexity often best measured by computer 
software (Lexile, Flesh-Kincade, ATOS ). 
 

 are determined by: 
 word length, frequency, and difficulty 
 sentence length 
 text length 
 text cohesion. 
 

 
 



 
 includes the levels of meaning or 

purpose, text structure, language 
conventionality and clarity, and 
knowledge demands. 
 
 



 Teacher judgment based on knowledge of students. 
 

 Includes background knowledge of reader, 
motivation, interests, and complexity generated by 
tasks assigned .   

 

 Often best made by educators  
    employing their professional 
    judgment. 



1. Determine the quantitative measure of the  text. 
 

2. Analyze the qualitative measure of the text. 
 

3. Reflect on the reader and task considerations. 
 

4. Review all data collected about the text and  
 recommend placement  in the appropriate   
 text complexity band.   





 Text Complexity Tool 
 

 Reader and Task Considerations 
 

 Text – Amusement Park Physics 
 Annotated Text – Amusement Park Physics 





 
        Results from the  Lexile Analyzer the lexile range  of 

        Amusement Park Physics is  1190 
 



Analyze the qualitative dimensions of the text. 



 Read the text 
Amusement Park 
Physics. 
 

 As you read, note the 
qualitative features 
identified in the last 
slide.   







 Amusement Park Physics is a complex text . The text is 
relatively straightforward; however, the complexity lies in 
discipline-specific vocabulary and concepts; complex 
sentences. 
 

 Students are likely to find the following characteristics 
challenging: 
domain specific vocabulary 
the knowledge demands of the physics concepts of motion and 

force 
difficulty of concepts being explained in relation to real world  

phenomena 
complex sentences with densely packed print  
minimal use of diagrams to help visualize the explanations 



Reflect on the Reader and Task Considerations 



 Considering all 3 measures of 
text complexity, what grade 
levels would be most 
appropriate for this text? 
 

 Like any holistic scoring 
system, there is not a single 
correct answer. 

 

 



 
 
 
 

http://vimeo.com/27251914  
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http://vimeo.com/27251914


 Such factors as students’ motivation, knowledge, and 
experiences must also come into play in text selection. 
Students deeply interested in a given topic, for example, 
may engage with texts on that subject across a range of 
complexity.  

 Particular tasks may also require students to read harder 
texts than they would normally be required to. 

 Conversely, teachers who have had success using particular 
texts that are easier than those required for a given grade 
band should feel free to continue to use them so long as the 
general movement during a given school year is toward texts 
of higher levels of complexity that meet the complexity 
demands of text complexity in Standard 10. 
 
 



 One of the key requirements of the Common Core 
State Standards for Reading is that all students 
must be able to comprehend texts of steadily 
increasing complexity as they progress through 
school. 

  By the time they complete the core, students must 
be able to read and comprehend independently and 
proficiently the kinds of complex texts commonly 
found in college and careers.  



 If educators have a clear understanding of 
how complex the text is,  why it is complex, 
and the knowledge and capacities the readers 
already have for the assigned tasks, then they 
will make more careful choices about support 
strategies.  



► Identify the importance of text complexity in 
disciplinary literacy. 
 

► Compare the CCSS grade level expectations for text 
complexity. 
 

► Identify the three measures used to evaluate text 
complexity. 
 

► Examine and apply text complexity tools to determine 
an appropriate reading selection for a science 
classroom. 
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