Explain how change to the biological component of the Everglades ecosystem by the Burmese Python affected populations.  Use evidence from the text to support your answer.

STUDENT SAMPLE #1
	The pythons in the everglades are a big problem.  People have different opinions about what is going on.  Some scientists think it is because of Burmese pythons being imported from other states or countries.  People from the pet industry believe it is because of habitat loss.  Whether the pythons are in Florida because of being imported or a loss of their habitat, scientist are saying that it is causing a decrease in mammals.  There was a 98.9% decrease in possums, 94% in white tailed deer and 87.5% in bobcats. 



STUDENT SAMPLE #2
	Burmese Pythons have caused a major decrease in mammal populations in the Everglades.  Where there are many snakes, the mammal population is scarcer meaning the pythons are eating the mammals.  The evidence – In 2000, there were only 4 Pythons removed from the park, in 2004, 75 Pythons were removed and in 2008 it skyrocketed to 360!  That’s a lot of Pythons!  The mammals are the Pythons food source so as the pythons population increases the mammals populations decreases. There was a dramatic decrease of sites of mammals from the 1990’s to now.  The raccoons decreased 99.3%, the possums 98.9%, and the white tailed deer 94%.  The Python population is rising every year and the mammals are being eaten and their populations are having dramatic decreases.



STUDENT SAMPLE #3
	When the Burmese Pythons came into the Everglade ecosystem there was a dramatic decrease in populations of mammals.  The raccoon population decreased 99.3%, possums decreased 98.9%, white tail deer decreased 94% and bobcats decreased 87.5% compared to the population of those animals in the 1990’s.  Dorcas had a theory that pythons were released by pet owners into the Everglades and have been eating the animals.  He said the mammals often gather by water and that’s where pythons like to feed.  Also Dorcas points out that Pythons are large enough to eat these animals.  In the video clip we saw a Python eat an alligator!  Another theory Meyer says that pet owners are not releasing pythons.  He believes the increases in pythons is because of lack of habitat from hurricanes.  Both theories still add up to the same thing – increase in pythons decrease in mammal population!



STUDENT SAMPLE #4
	[bookmark: _GoBack]The change to the biological component of the everglades ecosystem by the Burmese Python affected populations by decreasing the mammal population.  The pythons are eating the mammals and there is a decrease in the amount of raccoons, possums, white tail deer, and bobcats.  There is a 99.3% decrease in the raccoon population, a 98.9% in possum population, 94% in white tail deer, and 87.5% in bobcats.  The graph shows the increase in the amount of pythons removed from parks and neighboring areas from 1995-2010.  From 1995-2001, the amount of pythons stayed the same but from 2002-2009 the amount of pythons increased. The python population increased because of people releasing their pet pythons after they grow too big or they just don’t want them anymore.  When there is an increase in the python population there was a decrease in the mammal population.



