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Text dependent questions can be structured so that they direct students back into the text to find explicit and implicit information from the text to support their reasoning.  These questions do not focus only on recall of information. 



The six categories of text-dependent questions illustrated in the slide can be “structured into a progression that will move students from understanding explicit meaning to understanding implicit meaning, and from working at the sentence level to working across an entire text and even with multiple texts.” Note that not all questions are suitable for every text and they are not all required for a close reading.

Teacher prepared text dependent questions  is a resource that the teacher uses to scaffold students’ understanding of a text.   

The diagram also shows a pyramid of questions.  A greater number of questions are asked from the base of the pyramid and used to support analysis of the text.  As students begin to develop a deeper knowledge of the text, the questions begin to build a synthesis of the text that requires making an inference.



Frey and Fisher, Rigorous Reading, 5 Access Points for Comprehending Complex Text, pg. 50.
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