Source #2

Let Dogs Run Free!

1	Dog-friendly parks are popping up in neighborhoods everywhere.
They are a great way for people to spend time outdoors with their dogs.
Some of these parks require dogs be kept on a leash. Others allow dogs to be off-leash. This means the dogs can run around and enjoy themselves in the grass and sunshine. This is the best type of dog-friendly park for a few reasons.

2	First of all, dogs get more exercise when they are not on a leash.
They can run around more. They can explore and climb through places that people may not go. Dogs are more likely to play with each other if they are not on a leash. They may take turns jumping on each other and play-wrestling. This is great exercise for dogs. It is much better than just walking on a leash.

3	It is also more fun! Being off the leash gives a dog a sense of freedom. It can do what it wants when it wants. This is great for a dog that is stuck inside all day. It makes the outside time much more interesting for a dog.

4	Letting a dog off its leash helps people, too. People are at different exercise levels than their dogs. Often, they can walk only short distances. Their dogs might still want to explore. If people let their dogs off their leashes, they can sit and relax. The dogs can continue to play until they get tired. Meanwhile, people can sit and talk to each other.  They can enjoy themselves, too!

5	Another benefit is that these “off-leash” parks are usually fenced.
Having a fenced park is a lot safer for dogs. It is also safer for kids if they are in the park. They will not get hurt by cars or get lost. Even though the dogs are loose, they cannot get away. If a person were in a “leashed” park, there might not be a fence. What if a dog got loose? It could be in danger.

[bookmark: _GoBack][image: C:\Users\kmsauer\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\0INUCXSY\MC900001286[1].wmf]6	Dog-friendly parks are great whether they require dogs to be leashed or not. But there are definitely benefits when the park allows dogs off-leash. Dogs get more exercise. They get to enjoy themselves and use up some energy. People have a lot of fun, too. And these parks are safer because they are fenced. For all of these reasons, off-leash parks are the best!
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