Source #3

Keep Dogs on a Leash!

1	Dog-friendly parks exist in many different communities. They vary in size and shape. They also have different rules for the people who go there with their dogs. Some parks let dogs run around freely. This can be dangerous and scary for many who come to the park. Other parks require that dogs be leashed at all times. These parks are much better for the community as a whole.

2	Picture walking into a dog-friendly park and being jumped on by a pack of dogs. That can be a frightening experience for someone who does not know a lot about dogs. When dogs are allowed to run free, they often get into trouble. They become overexcited. Sometimes that excitement can turn into nervous energy. The last thing you want is dogs starting to fight with each other because no one is there to stop them!

3	Some people say that letting a dog off-leash gives the dog better exercise. This is not true. Walking a dog is an excellent form of exercise for both you and your dog. It is a controlled pace over a length of time. Often, when dogs are let loose, they go and lay down somewhere. This is not exercise at all!

4	Also, when a dog is let off the leash, it wanders away. It can get hurt or stuck somewhere. The owner may not see it and may not know it is in trouble. The dog also might get lost if the park is big enough. Keeping a dog on the leash is a great way to protect it from getting hurt or lost.

5	Walking a dog on a leash provides bonding time for owners and their dogs. It becomes something special that the pair can do together. Many dog owners say that they look forward to their walks almost as much as their dogs do!

[bookmark: _GoBack][image: C:\Users\kmsauer\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\E99CXBHT\MC900001320[1].wmf]6	Keeping your dog on a leash is the responsible thing to do. It keeps your dog safe and by your side. It also helps you share the time with your pet. Finally, it makes the park a safer place for everyone who visits it. Dogs will not be able to get into fights. Kids can play in the park without worrying about loose dogs. Everyone can share the park. They can enjoy all that it has to offer. Isn’t that the way dog-friendly parks are meant to be?
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