
A State of Maryland Race to the Top Project 

 

The Assessment for Learning Online Resource System  

The Assessment for Learning (AfL) project translates the formative assessment research into easily 

accessible practical applications for teachers and school leaders to support instruction of the   

Common Core State Standards and to provide a foundation for student success on PARCC’s 

(Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers) next generation assessments 

in Maryland.  

Project Scope for Teachers 

 

The AfL Online Resource System is a web-based 

site that will provide teachers with Interactive 

Learning Modules that orient them to the AfL   

attributes and guide them through collaborative 

and practical applications.  Multimedia examples 

will show teachers and students applying the assessment 

for learning process during instruction so that viewers can 

see what the AfL process looks like and sounds like in    

elementary, middle, and high school classrooms.   

 

Discussion questions and scenarios, instructional planning 

tools, and reflection aids — accessible both online and 

through newly developed Apps — will promote a climate of 

learners open to continuous improvement.  A guide for   

creating and sustaining an AfL Professional Learning    

Community for the purpose of increasing both teacher 

knowledge and skill in AfL and student motivation and 

achievement will be available.  The site will also house    

numerous instructional strategies and resources related to 

each of the AfL Attributes as well as research publications.   

   Assessment for Learning 

 Attributes of Assessment for Learning 

  Establishing a Collaborative Classroom 

  Sharing Learning Goals and Success Criteria 

  Eliciting and Using Evidence of Learning 

  Using Descriptive Feedback (from teacher & peers) 

  Promoting Self Assessment 
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Project Scope for School Leaders 

The AfL Online Resource System will provide school and district leaders with an Action Guide that 

contains a comprehensive suite of multimedia resources to support the implementation of AfL 

within a school and/or a system of schools based on level of interest, understanding, readiness, and 

need.  The customized planning features will help leaders identify where they are in the process of 

implementing AfL:  

Considering AfL  Our school/district is exploring AfL as an option for      

improving student achievement and teacher development 
 

Starting AfL Our school/district has decided to start using AfL practices 

 

Implementing AfL  Our school/district is applying AfL in daily classroom 

practice 

  

Sustaining AfL Our school/district is committed to the cultural change of 

partnership between student and teacher, with better  

teaching and learning as the outcome    

Online learning sessions will provide the basic knowledge and understandings about AfL,              

assessment literacy, assessment balance and quality, and leading AfL change.  A Leadership      

Networking tool will make it easy for school leaders to interact and exchange ideas across schools 

and districts.   

 

The Action Guide will provide leaders with tools and templates (i.e., presentations, videos, letters, 

brochures) to communicate key messages to school faculty, parents and stakeholders.  Guidelines 

for creating and maintaining effective Professional Learning Communities (PLCs) will also be        

included, and an interactive Leadership App will provide access to leadership resources via smart 

phones and tablets with output to Word documents.  

AfL Field Test  

As the AfL Online Resource System is 

being developed, a two-year Field Test 

of the site, the content, and each site 

resource will be underway.  The Field 

Test will involve stakeholders through-

out Maryland in on-going feedback   

reviews to determine any need for 

modifications and to ensure the clarity 

and high quality of each item prior to it 

being approved for upload to the site.  


