

Instructional Lesson Plan

English Language Arts

	Grade: 8
	Unit Title: Conflict: The War of Words
	Length: 3 days



	Lesson Overview

	This lesson focuses on a close reading of “The Monkey’s Paw” by W.W. Jacobs. Throughout the lesson the reader will analyze the mood of the story and evaluate ways that the author creates conflict in the story.  The students will focus on the conflict that the “The Monkey’s Paw” creates for the characters in the text.


	Teacher Planning, Preparation, and Materials

	Materials:
The Monkey’s Paw by W.W. Jacobs
Lexile Level- 1170

The White family is enjoying an evening at home when a long time friend, Sergeant-Major Morris stops by for a visit.  As they are sitting around the fire the subject of a magical Monkey’s Paw comes up.  Sergeant Morris says that the paw will grant the owner three wishes but the results will be tragic.  Mr. White doesn’t believe this and decides to make his three wishes which end in a horrifying fashion.  This text contains subject matter that most students will understand, but the text and vocabulary demands raise the complexity level to an appropriately challenging level. 

· http://www.gutenberg.org/files/12122/12122-h/12122-h.htm
· http://www.booksshouldbefree.com/book/the-monkeys-paw-by-ww-jacobs
· UDL- Use the links above to provide an audio version of the text.
IMPORTANT NOTE: Consider the need for Accessible Instructional Materials (AIM) and/or for captioned/described video when selecting texts, novels, video and/or other media for this unit. See “Sources for Accessible Media” for suggestions on Maryland Learning Links: http://marylandlearninglinks.org.

IMPORTANT NOTE: No text model or website referenced in this unit has undergone a review.  Before using any of these materials, local school systems should conduct a formal approval review of these materials to determine their appropriateness.  Teacher should always adhere to any Acceptable Use Policy enforced by their local school system.


	Essential Question:  How is conflict expressed through language?

	

	Focus question: How can a greed cause a conflict in a person’s life?

	

	Unit Standards Applicable to This Lesson

	Reading Literature

RL.8.1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

RL.8.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the text.

RL.8.3 Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama propel the action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision. 

RL.8.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts.

RL.8.6 Analyze how differences in the points of view of the characters and the audience or reader (e.g., created through the use of dramatic irony) create such effects as suspense or humor.
RL.8.9 Analyze how a modern work of fiction draws on themes, patterns of events, or character types from myths, traditional stories, or religious works such as the Bible, including describing how the material is rendered new.
RL.8.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of grades 6–8 text complexity band independently and proficiently.

Writing

W.8.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.)

W.8.5 With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of Language standards 1–3 up to and including grade 8 on page 52.)

W.8.6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the relationships between information and ideas efficiently as well as to interact and collaborate with others.

W.8.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Speaking and Listening

SL.8.5 Integrate multimedia and visual displays into presentations to clarify information, strengthen claims and evidence, and add interest.

Language

L.8.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.

L.8.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.

L.8.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.

L.8.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.

L.8.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.


	Lesson Procedure

	Pre-Assessment- Ask students to provide an explanation of how to determine the theme of a story. 
Lesson Procedure- Day 1
· Opening- What are three things that people wish for?  
· Review the definition of theme  http://www.uncp.edu/home/canada/work/allam/general/glossary.htm#t
· A common thread or repeated idea that is incorporated throughout a literary work.

· A theme is a thought or idea the author presents to the reader that may be deep, difficult to understand, or even moralistic. 

· Generally, a theme has to be extracted as the reader explores the passages of a work.

· Discussion on mood and ways that writers work to create the mood.  

· the choice of setting, including time and place

· imagery and language choices

· conversations between characters
· Introduce students to the short story “The Monkey’s Paw.”  

· Students will work in pairs or small groups to re-read the text for deeper comprehension
· Class discussion questions:
· What words and phrases describe the setting?  
· What is the significance of Sergeant-Major Morris explaining how he received the “Monkey’s Paw?”
· How does the tone of the text shift after the White family hears the story of the “Monkey’s Paw?”

· What are some quotes that Mr. White, Mrs. White and Sergeant-Major Morris say that lets you know about their character?  (Assign students different characters to analyze)
· How does Mr. White’s wish cause a conflict in the text?

· What impact does the first wish have on the rest of the story?
· Has the mood changed or is it the same from the beginning of the story?  What language is used to help create the mood for the story?

· Have students read the last section of the text.  In this section the author builds the suspense to a high level.  How does the author raise the level of suspense in the last section of the text?
· After reading the story, what is Mr. White’s last wish?  What evidence from the text leads to you to that conclusion?  Why do you think that was his wish?
· What other conflicts take place as a result of the first wish?

· Have students find the theme in the text.

· Have students participate in a fishbowl activity around the focus question:  How can a person’s greed cause a conflict in their life? Other questions will stem from the focus question.  Students should use the text as evidence to support their answers. http://www.ion.uillinois.edu/resources/otai/Fishbowl.asp (Scroll down to Goals & Objectives.)
DAY 2

· Review subject-verb agreement.  A compound subject is made up of two or more subjects joined by a conjunction, such as and, or or nor.  The conjunction determines whether you should use a singular or plural verb. If a compound subject is joined by and, then it usually takes a plural verb.  If a compound subject is joined by or or nor, then the verb should agree in number with the part closest to it. 

Practice

· Mr. and Mrs. White (has, have) different feelings about the paw.

· Neither the paw nor the wishes (has, have) any effect on fate.

· Herbert and his father (like, likes) to play chess.

· Either fate or several coincidences (lead, leads) to Herbert’s death and the company’s compensation.

· Write using the text as a stimulus- Continue the story as if Mr. White didn’t make his wish in time, continue the story in the style of W.W. Jacobs.  What happens when Mrs. White opens the door?  This activity should utilize the writing process.  Students will work on the prewriting and the rough draft.
Day 3
· Students will revise the rough draft.
· Students will write the final draft.

· Students should use technology to publish their work.

	Lesson Closure - Write a summary of the story and provide an explanation of the theme using the text as evidence.
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