
ELA Unit Components Overview
Grade   7
Length of Unit   6-8 weeks
Unit Title   Choosing to Persevere
	Unit Overview

	Controlling Idea or Central Topic:  Choices

Rationale:  When students better understand how others have met challenges, they can develop skills and make choices to overcome the challenges they will face in their lives. The Miracle Worker provides opportunities for students to not only explore the literary elements inherent in the dramatic form, but also to analyze how actions and words characterize voice in text. A major issue in the play is Helen Keller’s initial resistance to Anne Sullivan. Students will trace the development and explore the connections among characters within the text - those receiving help to meet adversity and those who are attempting to help others.  The theme of perseverance pervades the text in ways that illustrate the rewards of continued resolve and persistence. 

Purpose:  The exploration of both short works of non-fiction, poetry, film, and novel-length dramatic texts will provide students with relevant evidence to identify and analyze how authors make purposeful word choices to enhance mood, establish tone, and create unique voices to distinguish characters in text. The reading, writing, and brief research activities encourage students to synthesize ideas from non-fiction texts and elaborate on these ideas as part of reflective and narrative composing experiences. 
Structure:  This 6 – 8 week unit will be conducted using a variety of reading, writing, and small-group discussion strategies. Students will demonstrate knowledge of specific skills in both on-demand and process writing. Connections will be drawn from a wide range of texts and genres including short works of non-fiction, poetry, and film. Students will compose, rehearse, and present an original character monologue to synthesize unit concepts and understanding and provide a final assessment of the performance tasks. Whenever possible teachers should use modeling and gradual release of responsibility in lesson planning.  Teachers are encouraged to engage students in regular journal writing activities (W.10 routine writing) and keep a personal dictionary.  


	Essential Questions

	· What are the defining characteristics of dramatic text?

· What can we learn from the challenges that have been overcome by others?

· What choices can we make when faced with adversity?


	Unit Standards

	Reading Literature
RL.7.1. Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

RL.7.2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text; provide an objective summary of the text.

RL.7.3. Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama interact (e.g., how setting shapes the characters or plot).

RL.7.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of rhymes and other repetitions of sounds (e.g., alliteration) on a specific verse or stanza of a poem or section of a story or drama.

RL.7.5. Analyze how a drama’s or poem’s form or structure (e.g., soliloquy, sonnet) contributes to its meaning

RL.7.6. Analyze how an author develops and contrasts the points of view of different characters or narrators in a text.

 RL.7.7. Compare and contrast a written story, drama, or poem to its audio, filmed, staged, or multimedia version, analyzing the effects of techniques unique to each medium (e.g., lighting, sound, color, or camera focus and angles in a film).

RL.7.10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 6–8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.
Reading Informational

RI.7.1. Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

RI.7.2. Determine two or more central ideas in a text and analyze their development over the course of the text; provide an objective summary of the text.

RI.7.3. Analyze the interactions between individuals, events, and ideas in a text (e.g., how ideas influence individuals or events, or how individuals influence ideas or events).

RI.7.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word choice on meaning and tone.
RI.7.8. Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient to support the claims.

RI.7.10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the grades 6–8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.
Writing

W.7.1. Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.
W.7.2.. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.

a. Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and information, using strategies such as definition, classification, comparison/contrast, and cause/effect; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.

b. Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples.

c. Use appropriate transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts.

d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.

e. Establish and maintain a formal style.

f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented.

W.7.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences.
W.7.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.)

W.7.5. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of Language standards 1–3 up to and including grade 7 here.)

W.7.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and link to and cite sources as well as to interact and collaborate with others, including linking to and citing sources.
W.7.7. Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused questions for further research and investigation.

W. 7.8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.

W. 7.9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.

a. Apply grade 7 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Compare and contrast a fictional portrayal of a time, place, or character and a historical account of the same period as a means of understanding how authors of fiction use or alter history”).

b. Apply grade 7 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g. “Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient to support the claims”).

W. 7.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences

Speaking and Listening

SL. 7.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher led) with diverse partners on grade 7 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.

SL.7.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.
Language

L.7.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.

L.7.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.

L.7.3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.

L.7.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 7 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

L.7.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.

L.7.6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.


	Text Models Referenced in the Unit Lessons and/or Seeds

	*Note:  Consider the need for Accessible Instructional Materials (AIM) when selecting texts and/or novels for the unit or lessons. Consider the need for captioned/described video when selecting video or other media for the unit or lessons. For Instructional Materials (AIM), See  www.marylandlearninglinks.org
Informational Texts: 

The World at her Fingertips: The Story of Helen Keller by Joan Dash
The Story of My Life by Helen Keller
Photobiographies

Helen Keller: A Photographic Story of a Life by Leslie Garrett

Helen’s Eyes: A Photobiography of Annie Sullivan, Helen Keller’s Teacher by Marfe Ferguson Delano

Poetry:
“Helen Keller” by Langston Hughes
Drama
The Miracle Worker by William Gibson

“A Christmas Carol” by Charles Dickens (video available)
 “The Monsters Are Due on Maple Street” by Rod Serling (video available as an episode of The Twilight Zone)

 “Sorry, Wrong Number” by Lucille Fletcher (film version available)
Film

The Miracle Worker (directed by Arthur Penn, 1962)


	Assessments

	· Students will compose, rehearse, and present an original character monologue accurately portraying the voice of a character from The Miracle Worker.
· Students will synthesize research about characters from The Miracle Worker following events of the play to enhance the accuracy of information and the voice created in their character monologues.
· Students will compose an argument determining which character from the play represented the “miracle” – Helen or Annie.



	Interdisciplinary connections - literacy

	*Note:  Consider the need for Accessible Instructional Materials (AIM) when selecting texts and/or novels for the unit or lessons. Consider the need for captioned/described video when selecting video or other media for the unit or lessons. For Instructional Materials (AIM), See  www.marylandlearninglinks.org


	Additional Resources

	*Note:  Consider the need for captioned/described video when selecting video or other media for the unit or lessons. 
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