

Grade 6 English Language Arts: Express Yourself
Lesson Seed 4

	Lesson seeds are ideas that can be used to build a lesson aligned to the CCSS. Lesson seeds are not meant to be all-inclusive, nor are they substitutes for instruction.

When developing lessons from these seeds, teachers must consider the needs of all learners. It is also important to build checkpoints into the lessons where appropriate formative assessment will inform a teacher’s instructional pacing and delivery.


	Seed 4: Introduction to the novel – Chapters 1 & 2
This lesson seed introduces the novel, The Cay. Teacher can determine the format of the reading response journal; however it is important for students to have a place to record information gathered as the story develops. The journal entries will serve as a resource for future writings. 



	Text Model:

The Cay by Theodore Taylor
Teacher selected non print pictures, photographs, maps, and/or illustrations to encourage background knowledge exploration.
 Curacao:  http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/namerica/caribb/curacao.htm
German Submarines: 

http://www.google.com/#hl=en&output=search&sclient=psy-ab&q=german+submarines+world+war+two+pictures&oq=german+subs+world+war+II+pictures&gs_l=hp.1.0.33i29i30l2.5285.28558.0.33629.43.31.5.7.9.0.132.2194.22j6.28.0...0.0...1c.1.7.psy-ab.ZLihuqacRVs&pbx=1&bav=on.2,or.r_qf.&bvm=bv.44158598,d.dmg&fp=4d610903b9b36dc5&biw=1600&bih=700
Text Complexity: The Cay
· Quantitative Measure: The Lexile Framework for Reading measure of 860 falls below the 6-8 grade level bands found in the Common Core State Standards, Appendix A. However, considering the others two dimensions of text complexity is essential. 

· Qualitative Measure: In considering the four qualitative elements, The Cay would be a mostly complex text due to the author’s use of dialect, the several levels of meaning and perspectives presented, and knowledge demands in understanding the two different cultures of the main characters.

· Reader and Task Considerations: The time period of World War II and the setting of the Caribbean may not be familiar to students.  The story of survival should be engaging for sixth graders. The text does contain sensitive issues: cultural stereotypes and outdates perceptions; however both of these are explored in the lessons at the end of the unit. 

In conclusion, when considering all three dimensions of text complexity, this would be considered a grade appropriate text.
IMPORTANT NOTE: Consider the need for Accessible Instructional Materials (AIM) and/or for captioned/described video when selecting texts, novels, video and/or other media for this unit. See “Sources for Accessible Media” for suggestions. See Maryland Learning Links: http://marylandlearninglinks.org.



	Unit Standards Applicable to This Seed

Reading Literature

RL.6.1 Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

RL.6.5 Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter, scene, or stanza fits into the overall structure of a text and contributes to the development of the theme, setting, or plot.

RL.6.6 Explain how an author develops the point of view of the narrator or speaker in a text.

RL.6.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 6–8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.

Writing

W.6.1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.

a. Introduce claim(s) and organize the reasons and evidence clearly.

b. Support claim(s) with clear reasons and relevant evidence, using credible sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text.

W.6.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Speaking and Listening

SL.6.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher led) with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.

a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on

ideas under discussion.

b. Follow rules for collegial discussions, set specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed.

c. Pose and respond to specific questions with elaboration and detail by making comments that contribute to the topic, text, or issue under discussion.

d. Review the key ideas expressed and demonstrate understanding of multiple perspectives through reflection and paraphrasing.

SL.6.2 Interpret information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally)

and explain how it contributes to a topic, text, or issue under study.

Language

L.6.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.

a. Use punctuation (commas, parentheses, dashes) to set off nonrestrictive/parenthetical elements.*

b. Spell correctly.

L.6.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.

c. Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations (definitions) (e.g., stingy, scrimping, economical, unwasteful, thrifty).  


	Brief Description of the Seed
· Guiding Question: How are our feelings and expressions influenced by others?

· Introduce the novel The Cay by having students view a wide selection of illustrations and photographs to encourage background knowledge exploration and help build context for the time period.  Include a map of the Caribbean that identifies the location of Curacao; pictures of scenery from the island of Curacao, preferably dating back to the 1940’s; and a picture of a World War II German submarine.
· As the students view the pictures ask them to consider and discuss what they imagine it would be like to live in the setting using any particular details from the pictures that jump out at them.
· Have the students create a double-entry reading journal to be used throughout the unit to make notes about the text and collect evidence for ideas and interpretations.

Sample Journal Format
The Cay – Reading Journal

Page Number & Details from the text

Reader Response

· Have students read the first two chapters of the book with particular focus on the narrator and his family relationships.  Have students use their reading journal to track and monitor their thinking about the narrator and how he interacts with his parents.  Consider any accommodations needed to make the text accessible for all students.  Options may include partner reading, small group guided reading, or teacher read aloud/think aloud with modeling of reader response entries.  
· Routine Writing: Argument - After reading, remind students that details in the exposition of a story set the groundwork for later events.  Have the students consider Philip’s family dynamics and the events in chapters 1 and 2 in order to respond to the prompt: Philip, the narrator, is innocent and naïve.  Agree or disagree with this statement and use details from the first two chapters to support your position.  Have students discuss the meaning of the words innocent and naïve.  What do these words mean?  How are they similar? How are they distinct? Consider any accommodations needed to make responding to the prompt accessible for all students.  Options may include using a graphic organizer to collect evidence, partner responses, or small group guided discussion. This writing response may serve as a pre-assessment for student proficiency with paragraph organization and Standard English conventions.
Sample Idea Organizer

Details to support that the narrator is innocent and naïve 

Details to support that the narrator is NOT innocent and naïve 
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