



Lesson Seed PK.OA.A.2 Building with Five Blocks
(Lesson seeds are ideas for the domain/cluster/standard that can be used to build a lesson.
Lesson seeds are not meant to be all-inclusive, nor are they substitutes for instruction.)

	Math – Prekindergarten
  Domain: Operations and Algebraic Thinking
       Cluster: Understand addition as putting together and adding to, and understand subtraction as taking apart and taking from.

       Standard(s): PK.OA.A.2 Decompose quantity (less than or equal to 5) into pairs in more than one way (e.g., by using objects or drawings).

	Purpose/Big Idea:

Decompose quantity into pairs in more than one way using three-dimensional objects to compose structures.

	Materials:
· Blocks of two different colors 
· Paper and crayons


	Activity:
· Each student chooses up to 5 building blocks from the building blocks pile and builds his/her own building. 
· Ask the students to determine how many blocks they used.
· Now ask each student to share with a partner how many of each color block is showing.
· Ask students to record a picture of their building. 
· Write students’ equations on the board that corresponds with their pictures. For example, if a student has 4 green blocks and 1 yellow block, write 4 + 1 = 5 on the board. (Note that the 5 can appear on either side of the equation. You could write 5 = 4 + 1).
· Ask if anyone else in the class used 5 blocks. 
· Record all the pairs that total 5 (0 + 5, 5 + 0, 1 + 4, 4 + 1, 3 + 2, 2 + 3).
· Do the same for students who used 4 blocks, 3 blocks, etc. 

To enrich this activity, ask students to describe their own building by shape attributes and number of blocks used. Encourage students to choose a number (to 5) of different shaped blocks to build their building.



	Guiding Questions:
· How many blocks did you use in your structure?
· How many blocks are green? How many blocks are yellow? How many blocks are there altogether? 
· What do you notice about all the pairs of numbers? 
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