


MSDE Mathematics Lesson Seed Organizer for Prekindergarten: Cardinality
Lesson Seeds:  The lesson seeds are ideas for the domain/standard that can be used to build a lesson.  Lesson seeds are not meant to be all-inclusive, nor are they substitutes for instruction.
	Domain: Counting and Cardinality
    Cluster: Count to tell the number of objects.
         Standard: PK.4.CC.B.4b Recognize that the last number name said tells the number of objects counted.


	Purpose/Big Idea: Cardinality and conservation of number – Recognize that the last number name said tells the number of objects counted and that the quantity stays the same even if the arrangement changes.


	Materials: 
· Bear counters
· Resource Sheet 3:  Circle Work Mat


	Setting:  Small group of 3 or 4 students.

Activity: 
· Put 3 bears in the circle and asks the students, “How many bears are in your set?”
· “Show me how you know.” (Ask this if students just say “3” but do not count each bear.)
· Ask students to move the bears, but keep them inside the circle. Then ask students, “How many bears are in this set?”
· “Show me how you know.” (Ask this if students just say “3” but do not count each bear.)
· Repeat this process with sets of four and five bears.
· If students simply count the bears each time they are asked to tell how many, but cannot state the quantity without counting, use either 1 or 2 bears in the set (as opposed to 3, 4, or 5 bears.)


	Guiding Questions:
· “How many bears are in this set?”









Resource Sheet 3                                                       Circle Work Mat
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