
Spill and Compare Lesson Seed
(The lesson seeds are ideas for the domain/standard that can be used to build a lesson.  Lesson seeds are not meant to be all-inclusive, nor are they substitutes for instruction.)

	Domain:  Counting and Cardinality (K.CC)
    Cluster:  Compare Numbers
       Standard(s): (K.CC.C.6) Identify whether the number of objects in one group is greater than, less than, or equal to the number of objects in another group, e.g., by using matching and counting strategies.


	Purpose/Big Idea:  Compare groups of objects as greater than, less than, or equal to


	Materials:  
· two-color counters, 10 per child
· Resource Sheet 1: More Red? More Yellow? The Same?

                  

	Activity:
1. Students will take a given number of counters and spill them on a mat.
2. Students will record which color comes up more or if there is an equal number of each.  They keep track using Resource Sheet 1: More Red? More Yellow? The Same? as shown.  Students can record using written numbers or picture sets.
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3. Have students play the game first with six and then with different numbers of counters and notice which    numbers never come up with both colors the same.




	Guiding Questions:
        For the students:
1. How do you know that one group is greater than, less than, or equal to the other group?
2. Which numbers never come up with both colors the same?
3. How do you know?
4. Does it make sense?

         Guiding Questions for Teacher Observations:
1. Are the students using the correct math talk?
2. Can the students easily switch from greater than to less than?
3. Are the students able to understand equal as “the same as”?
4. Are the students using one-to-one correspondence to compare the sets?
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Resource Sheet 1        More Red? More Yellow? The Same?

	More Red
	Same
	More Yellow
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