Lesson Seed: 5.NF.A.1 Finding Equivalent Fractions
(Lesson seeds are ideas for the domain/cluster/standard that can be used to build a lesson.  
An effective lesson plan requires more components than presented in a lesson seed.)

	Domain: Number and Operations—Fractions
Cluster: Use equivalent fractions as a strategy to add and subtract fractions.
Standard :  5.NF.A.1 Add and subtract fractions with unlike denominators (including mixed numbers) by replacing given fractions with equivalent fractions in such a way as to produce an equivalent sum or difference of fractions with like denominators.


	Purpose/Big Idea:
· Finding equivalent fractions and using these to add or subtract fractions.


	Materials: 
· Cuisenaire Rods, (or homemade fraction strips)  spinners or slips of paper to write fractions on. Equivalent Fraction Game Board.  NOTE:  In this game, each row is equal to 1 so the small squares will change their value in each row.


	Activity:
· Fraction game of finding equivalent fractions-BOARD 1.  Make multiple copies of the “Fractions for Equivalent Fraction Game” and cut up the rectangles so that each set of 3 students has at least 5 copies of each fraction.  Put these in a bag or box or someplace where the students will pick a fraction without seeing what they are picking.  Each group will also need a few sets of Cuisenaire Rods.  

· How this game is played.  Each student will put his/her name on the sheet and use the three rows of squares below to put their rods.  The first student will pick a fraction slip out of the bag and then represent this fraction on the board.  

· Example.  The student picks the fraction  .  He can put a purple rod on the figure as in figure a below.  Or, he could put a green bar on the other figure as in figure b.
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· Each student takes a turn picking a fraction and placing the correct rod on one of the three figures.  Then each student picks a second fraction and puts a rod on one of her/his rows to represent that fraction.  The students continue this until one student has filled in all of her/his squares.  If the student picks a fraction that won’t fit, she loses a turn.

· BOARD 2—This one is for struggling students or students who are new to equivalent fractions.  Their three rows are exactly the same so they are working with sixths, halves and thirds which is less to deal with.  To get their fractions, have them roll two dice.  The smaller one is always the numerator and the larger one is the denominator.  If the number is the same then, of course, it equals one.  They play the rest of the game the same way the students do on Board 1.  

· If you do not have dice, run the included sheet.  Each group of students needs to have these numbers cut up and put into a container.  Then the rules are the same.  The smaller one is always the numerator and the larger one is the denominator.  If the number is the same then, of course, it equals one.


	Guiding Questions:  
· Why do we need common denominators to add or subtract fractions?
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Fractions for Equivalent Fraction Game
Board 1

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


















Equivalent Fraction Game Board  5.NF.1
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Equivalent Fraction Game Board  5.NF.1
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Numbers for Equivalent Fraction Game
Board 2
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