

Grade 9 English Language Arts: Author’s Craft: Character, Diction, and Structure
Lesson Seed #3

	Lesson seeds are ideas that can be used to build a lesson aligned to the CCSS. Lesson seeds are not meant to be all-inclusive, nor are they substitutes for instruction.

When developing lessons from these seeds, teachers must consider the needs of all learners. It is also important to build checkpoints into the lessons where appropriate formative assessment will inform a teacher’s instructional pacing and delivery.


	Seed #3: topic/focus: Plot structure and effect. 


	Text Model: “Here there be tygers” by Ray Bradbury
IMPORTANT NOTE: Consider the need for Accessible Instructional Materials (AIM) and/or for captioned/described video when selecting texts, novels, video and/or other media for this unit. See “Sources for Accessible Media” for suggestions. See Maryland Learning Links: http://marylandlearninglinks.org.

	Unit Standards Applicable to This Seed

Reading Literature

CCSS.RL.9-10.5 - Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure a text, order events within it (e.g., parallel plots), and manipulate time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks) create such effects as mystery, tension, or surprise.
Writing

CCSS.W.9-10.3.b-e Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.9-10.3a Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or observation, establishing one or multiple point(s) of view, and introducing a narrator and/or characters; create a smooth progression of experiences or events.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.9-10.3b Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, and multiple plot lines, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.9-10.3c Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one another to create a coherent whole.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.9-10.3d Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to convey a vivid picture of the experiences, events, setting, and/or characters.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.9-10.3e Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is experienced, observed, or resolved over the course of the narrative.

CCSS.W.9-10.8- Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the usefulness of each source in answering the research question; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.
Speaking and Listening

CCSS.SL.9-10.1- Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively
Language

CCSS.L.9-10.1- Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
CCSS.L.9-10.2- Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source.


	Brief Description of the Seed

Anticipatory set:
· UDL: Students will first listen to “Here there be Tigers” through the famous audio recordings called Bradbury 13 produced by Mike McDonough.

http://home.wlv.ac.uk/~in5379/audio/bradbury13/bradbury13.htm
Or this link from youtube: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MI0JaXoskbU
and follow along in their own copy of the text.

Collaborative discussion:
· What are the motivations of each character for space exploration that are established in the setting?
· How does the pace of the plot events affect the outcome?

· What is the central conflict of the story?

· How does the author’s characterization of the different astronauts advance the plot, conflict, and theme?
· What is the significance of the short story’s title?
Journal Write:

How does the author’s choice of a sentient setting affect the story? 

Teacher notes: Make sure to examine how the planet is character and a setting.  Consider how the author crafts this to create tension, mystery, and surprise.

Assessment:  Now Write your Own Short Story:
· Non-fiction/ Non-Print Media*:  Review excerpts from a 2001 lecture by Ray Bradbury on 12 tips for writing short stories posted on the Open Culture Website: (First 10 minutes)

http://www.openculture.com/2012/04/ray_bradbury_gives_12_pieces_of_writing_advice_to_young_authors_2001.html
(Disclaimer: first two words of the aforementioned paragraph contain a word which may be offensive to some students. Teachers must review the audio prior to sharing it with students to determine its propriety.)

Narrative Essay: Select a setting, conflict, rising action, falling action, resolution, main characters, and theme.  Write a narrative using dialogue and multiple plot lines to develop characters and events that culminate in a central theme.  Use a variety of techniques to sequence events to create a coherent whole that culminates in a reflection of what is experienced, observed, or resolved over the course of the narrative.

(Narrative 

Rubric)http://www.parcconline.org/sites/parcc/files/Grade%206-11%20ELA%20Expanded%20%20Rubric%20FOR%20ANALYTIC%20AND%20NARRATIVE%20WRITING_0.pdf
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