

Grade 9 English Language Arts: Author’s Craft: 

Character, Diction, and Structure
Lesson Seed 2

	Lesson seeds are ideas that can be used to build a lesson aligned to the CCSS. Lesson seeds are not meant to be all-inclusive, nor are they substitutes for instruction.

When developing lessons from these seeds, teachers must consider the needs of all learners. It is also important to build checkpoints into the lessons where appropriate formative assessment will inform a teacher’s instructional pacing and delivery.


	Seed #2: Cumulative impact of word choice on meaning and tone.

	Text Model: “The Mask of the Red Death” by Edgar Allan Poe
IMPORTANT NOTE: Consider the need for Accessible Instructional Materials (AIM) and/or for captioned/described video when selecting texts, novels, video and/or other media for this unit. See “Sources for Accessible Media” for suggestions. See Maryland Learning Links: http://marylandlearninglinks.org.



	Unit Standards Applicable to This Seed

Reading Literature

CCSS RL.9-10.4 – Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text including figurative and connotative meaning; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g. how the language evokes a sense of time and place; how it sets a formal or informal tone).
Writing

CCSS W.9-10.9 – Draw evidence from literary texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.
Speaking and Listening

CCSS SL.9-10.1 – Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions with diverse partners on grades 9-10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 
Language

CCSS L.9-10.1 – Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.

CCSS L.9-10.2 – Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, ad spelling when writing.


	Brief Description of the Seed

Warm up- Review literary terms: symbolism and allusion.

First-read / tone analysis

· Students will read the text independently.  
· The teacher may choose to reread certain portions out loud for analysis or to aid with vocabulary comprehension.

· The teacher should draw attention to the first two paragraphs and closely read them for word choice to determine the tone.  (teacher notes: possible tones for this short story are: “dark” “fatalistic” foreboding”)
· Activity: Students respond to a debate question in their journals:

Debate Question:

Do the Prince and his courtiers deserve their fate?  Justify your answer using at least three text examples as evidence.

· The teacher can take a poll on the board of those who answered yes and no; the teacher can allow students to debate their different points using textual evidence.
                                           yes    no

               (EXAMPLE)                      10 students    12 students             
· Activity - Identify symbols, imagery, and color symbolism in the text. 
Tape four large sheets of paper to four parts of the walls in the classroom.  
Divide students into four groups and have them go to their paper with a symbol listed.  Their goal is to find at least three pieces of text evidence with the symbol in them and then conclude what the symbol represents based on the word choice in the sentences.  Students will present their findings to the class.  Have the class take notes on the answers.  (The teacher may redirect groups to help them with the correct symbolism).
Groups:
Group 1 -The clock

Group 2 - The Red Death

Group 3 -The Masquerade

Group 4 - The “Abbey”
Teacher notes:

In general, the clock symbolizes time in terms of hours of a human life until death.
The Red Death symbolizes death. The Masquerade symbolizes the false reality the characters prefer to the truth outside with the black plague. The castellated abbey symbolizes protection/confinement.  Since the doors are welded shut, it is both a bastion and a crypt. 

Activity - Color Symbolism 7 colored rooms
· Write all seven colors on index cards; write each symbolic association on seven other index cards.  Pass the cards (three or more cards) to each group.  Have the group review the colored rooms in the story.  Have student speculate on what the color could symbolize.  Send students to match their symbol with its representation.
Color Symbolism 7 colored rooms

-Blue/ red – birth from the womb at the beginning of life

-Green – the “spring” of life

-Orange – the “summer” and “fall” of life

-White – old age of life

-Violet – twilight close to death

-Black – death

Concluding Questions: 1) What does the progression through the different represent?

 (Teacher notes: probably the progression of the human life.)  
2) Can anyone identify the source of Poe’s unusual word choice: “like a thief in the night”? 
(Teacher notes: “like a thief in the night is a biblical allusion referring to Paul's First Letter to the Thessalonians 5:4 in which Paul talks about the last judgment.) 
Analysis review: How does Poe ultimately craft a sense of fatalism?
(Teacher notes: through diction, plot structure, and tone)
Routine Writing

Pre-Writing: Select one symbol from the discussion.  Analyze the symbol, what it represents, and how Poe uses it to reinforce the overall tone.  

Writing/ Drafting/ Editing:

Explanatory Essay: Select three symbols from the discussion.  Analyze the symbols, what they represent, and how Poe uses them to reinforce the overall tone and create a theme.  Draft the essay, peer edit, incorporate revisions, and publish a final draft.
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