

Grade 9 English or English Language Arts: Author’s Craft: Characters, Diction, and Structure
Lesson Seed #1

	Lesson seeds are ideas that can be used to build a lesson aligned to the CCSS. Lesson seeds are not meant to be all-inclusive, nor are they substitutes for instruction.

When developing lessons from these seeds, teachers must consider the needs of all learners. It is also important to build checkpoints into the lessons where appropriate formative assessment will inform a teacher’s instructional pacing and delivery.


	Text Model*: 
“Lamb to the Slaughter” -Roald Dahl

Seed 1: Seed topic/focus: Complex characters advance plot.

	Text Model:

IMPORTANT NOTE: Consider the need for Accessible Instructional Materials (AIM) and/or for captioned/described video when selecting texts, novels, video and/or other media for this unit. See “Sources for Accessible Media” for suggestions. See Maryland Learning Links: http://marylandlearninglinks.org.

	Unit Standards Applicable to This Seed

Reading Literature
RL.9-10.3- Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting motivations) develop over the course of a text, interact with other characters, and advance the plot or develop the theme.
Speaking and Listening

SL.9-10.1- Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.


	Brief Description of the Seed

Warm up: 
Review the definitions of character types: static, dynamic, flat, and round.
Discuss examples from past texts of characters that exemplify these combinations.

· Have students read the text and identify which characters are static/dynamic and flat/round.

Literary Analysis: 
· Have students discuss how the author characterizes Mary Maloney over the course of a text.  
· Have students discuss the characterization of her husband.

· Analyze how the interactions of the characters advance the plot and develop the theme.  
Collaborative discussion:
What news did her husband share with her?  What evidence could support your answer?

· (Students should propel the conversation by adding related questions to connect to broader themes.)
Closure: Exit ticket

· How is the ending ironic?  What type of irony is exhibited?  Cite text evidence to prove your answer.
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