

Grade 9 English: Author’s Craft: Character, Diction, and Structure
Lesson Plan #3

	Lesson Plan #3: Plot structure and effect.
Text Model: “The Open Window” by Saki (H.H. Munro)
IMPORTANT NOTE: Consider the need for Accessible Instructional Materials (AIM) and/or for captioned/described video when selecting texts, novels, video and/or other media for this unit. See “Sources for Accessible Media” for suggestions. See Maryland Learning Links: http://marylandlearninglinks.org.

IMPORTANT NOTE: No text model or website referenced in this unit has undergone a review.  Before using any of these materials, local school systems should conduct a formal approval review of these materials to determine their appropriateness.  Teachers should always adhere to any Acceptable Use Policy enforced by their local school system.


	Unit Standards Applicable to This Lesson Plan:
Text Complexity: Quantitative: Lexile score 850, Qualitative: Language complexity, sentence structure, and setting make this appropriate for high school.

Reading Literature

 CCSS RL.9-10.5 – Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure at text, order events within it (e.g. pacing, flashbacks) create such effects as mystery, tension, and surprise. 
CCSS RL.9-10.3 – Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting motivations) develop over the course of a text, interact with other characters, and advance the plot or develop the theme.
CCSS.RL.9-10.10: By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 9–10 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.

Writing

CCSS.W-9-10.2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content.

a. Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information to make important connections and distinctions; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.

b. Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic.

c. Use appropriate and varied transitions to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and concepts.

d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to manage the complexity of the topic.

e. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.

f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation 
Speaking and Listening

CCSS.SL.9-10.1: Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.




	Essential Question: How do authors exhibit craft through the use of complex characters and deliberate structure?

Literary Analysis Goal: Analyze how the author’s choices of how the girl reveals the “tragic event” to Mr. Framton create tension and surprise.

Brief description of the lesson plan:
First-read
1. Teacher introduces the text and then students read “The Open Window” by Saki independently. Note: The teacher should plan with UDL in mind by perhaps locating a recording of the story or recording himself or herself reading the story aloud to address student needs and/or accommodations. Additionally, the story could be chunked to address student needs and/or accommodations. Further, since Poe’s style can be challenging for struggling readers, the teacher may choose to summarize certain portions of the story and ask students to read only selected sections. (NOTE: The teacher should plan in such a manner that grants all students access to this challenging text.)
Collaborative Discussion

2. Students will answer the following questions in collaborative discussion 
· What is the effect of the plot organization?
· Explain how the characters are complex? 
· Re-read the last line of the short story.  Where else could the author have placed the last line in the story?
· How would moving the last line influence and change the plot development? (Consider different locations and evaluate the change in overall effect.)
· Which details reveal the time period?
3. Students revisit and revise their responses to the unit’s essential question, using the story as a springboard for deepening engagement with the routine writing.
Routine Writing
Explanatory Essay:  Identify and explain three or more factors that contribute to Frampton Nuttle’s belief of Vera’s story? Explain how their occurrences at particular junctions in the plot shape the story.  Be sure to reference different parts of the plot diagram to divide the story as necessary.
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