

Grade 9 English: Author’s Craft: Character, Diction, and Structure
Lesson Plan #2

	Lesson Plan #2: Cumulative impact of word choice on meaning and tone.
Text Model: “The Cask of Amontillado” by Edgar Allan Poe
IMPORTANT NOTE: Consider the need for Accessible Instructional Materials (AIM) and/or for captioned/described video when selecting texts, novels, video and/or other media for this unit. See “Sources for Accessible Media” for suggestions. See Maryland Learning Links: http://marylandlearninglinks.org.

IMPORTANT NOTE: No text model or website referenced in this unit has undergone a review.  Before using any of these materials, local school systems should conduct a formal approval review of these materials to determine their appropriateness.  Teachers should always adhere to any Acceptable Use Policy enforced by their local school system.


	Unit Standards Applicable to This Plan
Reading Literature

CCSS.RL.9-10.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language evokes a sense of time and place; how it sets a formal or informal tone).

CCSS.RL.9-10.10: By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 9–10 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.

Writing

CCSS.W.9-10.3: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

a. Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or observation, establishing one or multiple point(s) of view, and introducing a narrator and/or characters; create a smooth progression of experiences or events.  

      d. Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to convey a vivid picture of the experiences, events,  

     setting, and/or characters. 
Speaking and Listening

CCSS.SL.9-10.1: Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

Language

CCSS.L.9-10.4: Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grades 9–10 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.

c. Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, or its etymology.

d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the   inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary).




	Lesson Plan:
Warm up -
· Students read “The Cask of Amontillado” by Edgar Allan Poe. Teacher introduces the text and students read independently. Then, the teacher reads the first three paragraphs of the text out loud as students follow along.  Note: The teacher should plan with UDL in mind by perhaps locating a recording of the story or recording himself or herself reading the story aloud to address student needs and/or accommodations. Additionally, the story could be chunked to address student needs and/or accommodations. Further, since Poe’s style can be challenging for struggling readers, the teacher may choose to summarize certain portions of the story and ask students to read only selected sections. (NOTE: The teacher should plan in such a manner that grants all students access to this challenging text.)Poe’s style can be challenging, particularly in the use of sophisticated vocabulary and syntax. The teacher should be judicious in choosing words that require direct instruction, words that can be accessed through context, and words that can be overlooked without affecting comprehension.
Activity: Close reading

· Using text-dependent questions, the teacher guides students through a close reading of the story, reading and rereading as necessary. 
· (OR) The teacher lets students work in pairs or small groups to respond to text-dependent questions as part of a close reading of key passages in the story. (When selecting these passages, the teacher should consider their seminal importance to theme, character, use of language, setting and mood, unreliable narrator, and structure.) Students present their findings to the class, and the teacher leads the class in a whole-group discussion.

· The teacher concludes with an examination of Poe’s use of irony in “The Cask of Amontillado” and asks students to analyze the irony in the story.

· The teacher guides students to draw conclusions about theme and character and cite evidence to support those conclusions (RL.9-10.1). Students present their conclusions in a manner of their choice (UDL).

· Throughout the lesson, the teacher builds in formative assessment and encourages both peer- and self-assessment as part of the class routine.

Assessment:

Narrative Write:

As a culminating activity, students write a short narrative from the perspective of Fortunato:

 “Write if you were surprised at the end of the night based Montresor’s treatment of you throughout the story.”  Use ample evidence from the text to support your story.

Rubric:http://www.parcconline.org/sites/parcc/files/Grade%206-11%20ELA%20Expanded%20%20Rubric%20FOR%20ANALYTIC%20AND%20NARRATIVE%20WRITING_0.pdf
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