Homeless:  Author’s Purpose




Name: ____________________
	Quotation
	Inform
	Persuade
	Entertain
	Instruct
	Explicit (stated) or Implicit (Inferred) 
	Anecdote or directly stated?

	“ She was not adrift, alone, anonymous, although her bags and her raincoat with the grime shadowing its creases had made me believe she was. She had a house, or at least once upon a time had had one. Inside were curtains, a couch, a stove, potholders. You are where you live. She was somebody.”
	
	
	
	
	
	

	“Home is where the heart is…And yet it is precisely those dumb things that make it what it is--a place of certainty, stability, predictability, privacy, for me and for my family. It is where I live. What more can you say about a place than that? That is everything.”
	
	
	
	
	
	

	“People find it curious that those without homes would rather sleep sitting up on benches or huddled in doorways than go to shelters.”
	
	
	
	
	
	

	“Certainly some prefer to do so because they are emotionally ill …. But some seem to want something that is not available in shelters, and they will not compromise, not for a cot, or oatmeal, or a shower with special soap that kills the bugs.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	"One room," a woman with a baby who was sleeping on her sister's floor once told me, "painted blue." That was the crux2 of it; not the size or location, but pride of ownership. Painted blue.”
	
	
	
	
	
	

	”We turn an adjective into a noun: the poor, not poor people; the homeless, not Ann or the man who lives in the box or the woman who sleeps on the subway grate.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	“Sometimes I think we would be better off if we forgot about the broad strokes and concentrated on the details. Here is a woman without a bureau. There is a man with no mirror, no wall to hang it on. They are not the homeless. They are people who have no homes. No drawer that holds the spoons. No window to look out upon the world. My God. That is everything.”
	
	
	
	
	
	


Instructions:  Put a checkmark to indicate the author’s purpose for the selected quotes.  In the last columns, state whether her purpose is stated or inferred and whether the information is provided via anecdote or stated directly. (Note use of ellipse to indicate omission of words in quote.) 
What is/are the author’s purpose(s) in “Homeless”?  How does she accomplish this purpose via her words?  Explain in a well-written paragraph, using support from the text.

