Non-Standard English and Dialect in “The Treasure of Lemon Brown”

Name: _______________________________


Date: ________________

Walter Dean Myers creates a realistic character in Lemon Brown through his spoken dialect. A dialect is a form of language used by people of specific regions or groups.  It often has structures and sounds that are different from Standard American English and can include unique uses for words and nonstandard grammar.

Rewrite the following lines from Lemon Brown in Standard American English.  

1. “Don’t try nothin’ because I got a razor here sharp enough to cut a week into seven days!”

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. “What you doing here?...What you here for?”

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. “You ain’t one of them bad boys looking for my treasure, is you?”

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. “Every man got a treasure.”

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. “Don’t worry none about what I got.”

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. “I sung the blues so sweet that if I sang at a funeral, the dead would commence to rockin’ with the beat.”

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. “Rain don’t bother you young folks none.”

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. “…it ain’t nothing but foolishness singing about how hard you got it.  Ain’t that right?”

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9.  “Howdy, Mr. Pain, sees you back again.  Then when Mr. Pain sees he can’t worry you none, he go on mess with somebody else.”
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10.  “What else a man got ‘cepting what he can pass on to a son or his daughter, if she be his oldest?”
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

. 
