

English Language Arts Unit Description

Grade 8: Unit Title

	Grade: 8
	Unit Title: Internal and External Conflict; War of Words
	Length: 5 weeks



	Unit Overview 

	In this unit, students will examine the way that authors use language to depict internal and external conflict.  They will begin the unit by examining the way in which a man’s internal conflict ultimately led to his own personal growth.  From that beginning, students will explore the essential question through close readings of poetry, short fiction, and nonfiction excerpts.  In addition, students will examine multimedia clips that explore the impact of internal and external conflict.  
Students will explore conventions of standard English and the way in which punctuation and word choice impact the author’s purpose and craft.  They will also examine the way in which authors use figurative language to convey meaning.  An examination of the conditional mood as it relates to the impact of the author’s language will be included.  Several writing opportunities are explored including constructing responses to text dependent questions, summarizing, and responding to the essential question.  Students will also complete a research project constructed around the theme of homelessness.  In addition, using a selected narrative as a guide students will create an alternate ending that demonstrates the impact of varying forms of conflict
This unit includes strategies that will incorporate the needs of diverse learners by applying the principles of UDL and WIDA ELL standards.  In addition, extension activities are provided for advanced learners.  Audio and visual resources are included in order to provide varied presentations for diverse learning modalities.  Text selections are varied based on qualitative and quantitative measures as outlined in the CCSS.  Selections were deliberate with the goal of providing diverse and rigorous reading experiences. Selections range from macabre to humorous to historical while still exploring the theme of language and conflict.


	Essential Question

	How is conflict expressed through language?

	Unit Standards

	Reading Literature

RL.8.1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
RL.8.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the text.
RL.8.3 Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama propel the action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision. 
RL.8.4  Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts.
RL.8.5  Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts and analyze how the differing structure of each text contributes to its meaning and style.
RL.8.6 Analyze how differences in the points of view of the characters and the audience or reader (e.g., created through the use of dramatic irony) create such effects as suspense or humor.
RL.8.9 Analyze how a modern work of fiction draws on themes, patterns of events, or character types from myths, traditional stories, or religious works such as the Bible, including describing how the material is rendered new.
RL.8.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of grades 6–8 text complexity band independently and proficiently.
Reading Informational Text

RI.8.1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
RI.8.2 Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including its relationship to supporting ideas; provide an objective summary of the text.
RI.8.3 Analyze how a text makes connections among and distinctions between individuals, ideas, or events (e.g., through comparisons, analogies, or categories).
RI.8.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone,

including analogies or allusions to other texts.
RI.8.5 Analyze in detail the structure of a specific paragraph in a text, including the role of particular sentences in developing and refining a key concept.
RI.8.6   Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author acknowledges and responds to conflicting evidence or viewpoints.
RI8.7 Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of using different mediums (e.g., print or digital text, video, multimedia) to present a particular topic or idea.
RI.8.8 Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is introduced.
RI.8.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of the grades 6–8 text complexity band independently and proficiently.
Writing

W.8.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.

a. Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and information into broader categories; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.

b. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples.

c. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts.

d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.

e. Establish and maintain a formal style.

f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented.
W.8.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences.

a. Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and point of view and introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally and logically.

b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, and reflection, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters.

c. Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence, signal shifts from one time frame or setting to another, and show the relationships among experiences and events.

d. Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to capture the action and convey experiences and events.

e. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on the narrated experiences or events.
W.8.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.)
W.8.5 With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of Language standards 1–3 up to and including grade 8 on page 52.)
W.8.6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the relationships between information and ideas efficiently as well as to interact and collaborate with others.
W.8.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Speaking and Listening

SL.8.1 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.
SL.8.2 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.
SL.8.3 Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning and relevance and sufficiency of the evidence and identifying when irrelevant evidence is introduced.
SL.8.4 Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and well-chosen details; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation.
SL.8.5 Integrate multimedia and visual displays into presentations to clarify information, strengthen claims and evidence, and add interest.
Language

L.8.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.

a. Explain the function of verbals (gerunds, participles, infinitives) in general and their function in particular sentences
b. Form and use verbs in the active and passive voice.

c. Form and use verbs in the indicative, imperative, interrogative, conditional, and subjunctive mood.

d. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb voice and mood.*
L.8.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.

a. Use punctuation (comma, ellipsis, dash) to indicate a pause or break.

b. Use an ellipsis to indicate an omission.

c. Spell correctly.
L.8.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.

a. Use verbs in the active and passive voice and in the conditional and subjunctive mood to achieve particular effects (e.g., emphasizing the actor or the action; expressing uncertainty or describing a state contrary to fact).
L.8.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or phrases based on grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.

b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., precede, recede, secede).

c. Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech.

d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary).
L.8.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.

a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g. verbal irony, puns) in context.

b. Use the relationship between particular words to better understand each of the words.

c. Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations (definitions) (e.g., bullheaded, willful, firm, persistent, resolute).
L.8.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.

	Text Models for Lessons and Lesson Seeds

	Print Resources
· “Little Things Are Big” by Jesus Colon
· The Treasure of Lemon Brown by Walter Dean Myers

· Homeless by Anna Quindlen

· “The First” by Lucille Clifton

· “The Lesson of the Moth” by Don Marquis

· “Identity” by Julio Noboa Polanco
· “ A Song In the Front Yard” by Gwendolyn Brooks

· “The Black Walnut Tree” by Mary Oliver

· “This Is Just to Say” by William Carlos Williams

· “The Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, An American Slave” by Frederick Douglass 
· “The Monkey’s Paw” by W.W. Jacobs
· “The Lottery” by Shirley Jackson
IMPORTANT NOTE: Consider the need for Accessible Instructional Materials (AIM) and/or for captioned/described video when selecting texts, novels, video and/or other media for this unit. See “Sources for Accessible Media” for suggestions at http://marylandlearninglinks.org/.


	Interdisciplinary Connections, as appropriate

	Social Studies:  Narrative of Frederick Douglass, An American Slave:  Slavery, The Civil War


	Additional Resources

	Media Resources
“Little Things Are Big”  
· http://www.choosingtoparticipate.org/explore/exhibit/stories/littlethings. 
· http://www.oilpaintingdvd.com/paintingvideos/index.php/Nocturne-Paintings/NYC-Subway-10x8-in-Oil-on-canvas
The Treasure of Lemon Brown
· https://fcserver.nvnet.org/~sullivant/S04C3BC03.5/The-Treasure-of-Lemon-Brown.pdf
· http://www.crestworthlearningacademy.org/ourpages/auto/2011/9/6/59338138/Audio%20Book%20-%20The%20Treasure%20of%20Lemon%20Brown.mp3
· http://www.flickr.com/photos/jgeo/5848915600/
Homeless
· http://www.miamisci.org/tec/mssstory.html
· http://noelcordle.wordpress.com/2009/10/17/happy-black-poetry-day/
Lesson of the Moth

· http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-1ECIrTIlrs
· http://www.lifesci.ucsb.edu/~haddock/poems/archy.html 


Identity 

· http://www.dellwyn.com/thoughts/identity.html
· http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P--ZBbU2HRs
A Song In the Front Yard

· http://www.poetryfoundation.org/poem/172082
· http://teachers.sduhsd.net/sfarris/Files/Poetry/Poetry%20Analysis%20Worksheet%20PDF.pdf.

· http://www.ereadingworksheets.com/figurative-language/poetic-devices/.
“Narrative of Frederick Douglass, An American Slave

· www.pbs.org/wnet/slavery
· http://www.cyberbee.com/experiences.html
· http://nationalhumanitiescenter.org/tserve/freedom/1609-1865/essays/slavenarrative.htm
· http://www.sonofthesouth.net/slavery/slave-maps/slave-maps.htm. 

· http://wida.us/
· http://www.biography.com/people/frederick-douglass-9278324.

· http://www.lib.rochester.edu/index.cfm?PAGE=2920#2.

· http://www.ereadingworksheets.com/free-reading-worksheets/literature-units/narrative-of-the-life-of-frederick-douglass/
· http://education.nationalgeographic.com/education/multimedia/interactive/the-underground-railroad/?ar_a=1.  

· http://www.lib.rochester.edu/index.cfm?PAGE=2919.
Monkey’s Paw
· http://www.gutenberg.org/files/12122/12122-h/12122-h.htm
· http://www.booksshouldbefree.com/book/the-monkeys-paw-by-ww-jacobs


The Lottery

· http://www.americanliterature.com/author/shirley-jackson/short-story/the-lottery
· http://www.newyorker.com/online/2008/11/17/081117on_audio_homes
· Clip from “The Hunger Games” DVD
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