

Grade 8 English Language Arts: War of Words
Lesson Seed #3:  “A Song In the Front Yard” and “The Black Walnut Tree

	Lesson seeds are ideas that can be used to build a lesson aligned to the CCSS. Lesson seeds are not meant to be all-inclusive, nor are they substitutes for instruction. When developing lessons from these seeds, teachers must consider the needs of all learners. It is also important to build checkpoints into the lessons where appropriate formative assessment will inform a teacher’s instructional pacing and delivery.


	Seed #3: This lesson seed begins with an analysis of the poem, “A Song In the Front Yard.”  Students will examine Gwendolyn Brooks’ depiction of the front yard as a metaphor for the desire to do things that may not be acceptable.  The lesson culminates with a comparative analysis of the poems, “A Song In the Front Yard” and “The Black Walnut Tree.”


	Text Model: “A Song In the Front Yard” and “The Black Walnut Tree”
IMPORTANT NOTE: Consider the need for Accessible Instructional Materials (AIM) and/or for captioned/described video when selecting texts, novels, video and/or other media for this unit. See “Sources for Accessible Media” for suggestions. See Maryland Learning Links: http://marylandlearninglinks.org.



	Unit Standards Applicable to This Seed

Reading Literature

RL.8.1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

RL.8.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts.
RL.8.10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of grades 6-8 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

Writing

W.8.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
Speaking and Listening
SL.8.4 Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and well-chosen details; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation.


	Brief Description of the Seed

· The poem, “A Song In the Front Yard” can be accessed at http://www.poetryfoundation.org/poem/172082. “The Black Walnut Tree” can be accessed at http://writersalmanac.publicradio.org/index.php?date=2002/06/22. 
· Teacher will put students into groups in order to brainstorm and record answers to the following questions:

· What does it mean to long to do something?

· How are teenagers’ actions restricted by adults in their lives?

· What do you think the purpose of this restriction was?

· How do you think they would respond to this restriction?

· Students will share their responses with the class.

· Students will conduct a first reading of the poem.

· In groups, students will discuss their interpretation of the poem’s meaning and share their responses with the class.

· Students will answer the following questions in response to the poem:

· When does the language of the poem change?

· What type of conflict is represented in the poem?

· What type of figurative language is used in the poem?

· What is the metaphor in the poem? What are the two things being compared?
· Describe the effectiveness of the author’s use of figurative language in conveying her ideas.

· What is your own ‘back yard’ referring to in the poem?  

· What is the ‘front yard’ referring to in the poem?

· Students will complete an analysis of the poem using the Poetry Analysis handout.  The handout can be found at http://teachers.sduhsd.net/sfarris/Files/Poetry/Poetry%20Analysis%20Worksheet%20PDF.pdf. 

· Learners who may require additional support can work in pairs.

· As a part of an abbreviated author’s study, students can view an interview with the poet, Gwendolyn Brooks.
· Students can listen to a reading of the poem by Gwendolyn Brooks.
· Students will view the PowerPoint presentation and complete the accompanying activities at http://www.ereadingworksheets.com/figurative-language/poetic-devices/. 

· An extension activity for advanced learners is to create a poem using a selected poetic device.  Examples of poetic devices can be found in the PowerPoint.
· Students will conduct an initial reading of “The Black Walnut Tree”.  

· Students should compare the tone and mood of the poems.  How do the voices of the speakers differ?

· Options for advanced learners include identifying the poetic techniques in the poems.  How do they differ?  How are they the same?   What poetic technique contributes to this feeling?
· Complete selected sections of the Poetry Explication worksheet.  This worksheet can be accessed at www.csun.edu/loverman/355/poetryexplicationworksheet.doc.
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