

Grade 8 English (or English Language Arts): (Internal and External Conflict: War of Words)
Lesson Seed #2

	Lesson seeds are ideas that can be used to build a lesson aligned to the CCSS. Lesson seeds are not meant to be all-inclusive, nor are they substitutes for instruction. When developing lessons from these seeds, teachers must consider the needs of all learners. It is also important to build checkpoints into the lessons where appropriate formative assessment will inform a teacher’s instructional pacing and delivery.


	Seed #2: Poetry- This lesson is designed to compare two poems with similar themes.  Students will analyze each poem and see whether the thoughts in the poems relate to their lives.


	Text Model: “Identity”- Julio Noboa

· http://www.dellwyn.com/thoughts/identity.html
· http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P--ZBbU2HRs
IMPORTANT NOTE: Consider the need for Accessible Instructional Materials (AIM) and/or for captioned/described video when selecting texts, novels, video and/or other media for this unit. See “Sources for Accessible Media” for suggestions. See Maryland Learning Links: http://marylandlearninglinks.org.



	Unit Standards Applicable to This Seed

Reading Literature

RL.8.1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

RL.8.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the text.

RL.8.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts.

RL.8.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of grades 6–8 text complexity band independently and proficiently.
Language
L.8.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.

a. Use punctuation (comma, ellipsis, dash) to indicate a pause or break.



	Brief Description of the Seed

· Quick-write- Does beauty matter if a person feels that they do not have a home?
· Read “Identity”

          http://www.dellwyn.com/thoughts/identity.html
          http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P--ZBbU2HRs
· Students will respond to the following questions for “Identity”
· Reread lines 1 – 6. How does the speaker’s view of himself or herself contrast with the way the speaker views “them” in the poem? 

· Reread lines 13 – 18, paying attention to the commas. What effect do they have on the way you read this stanza? 

· What does the speaker admire about a weed? 

· What does the speaker think is one drawback to being beautiful? 

· Does the speaker make a convincing argument that it’s better to be a weed than a flower? Explain. 
· What conflict does the speaker face in the poem?

· How would the speaker react being evicted from home? 

· What words or phrases in the poem create an illusion that the speaker doesn’t have a permanent home? 
· What does the poet mean by “I'd rather be a tall, ugly weed,” in the poem?
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