

Grade 8 English (or English Language Arts): (Internal and External Conflict: War of Words)
Lesson Seed #1

	Lesson seeds are ideas that can be used to build a lesson aligned to the CCSS. Lesson seeds are not meant to be all-inclusive, nor are they substitutes for instruction. When developing lessons from these seeds, teachers must consider the needs of all learners. It is also important to build checkpoints into the lessons where appropriate formative assessment will inform a teacher’s instructional pacing and delivery.


	Seed #1:  This lesson is designed to engage students in an analysis of “the lesson of the moth”.  Students will look at the poem from the perspective of the moth and the cockroach to find the theme of the poem.  Students will also look at the structure of the poem and rewrite it following the standard conventions of the English language.  


	Text Model:  the lesson of the moth- Don Marquis
· http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-1ECIrTIlrs
· http://www.lifesci.ucsb.edu/~haddock/poems/archy.html 

Advanced students:  Students may be placed into groups to discuss whether Archy’s or the Moth’s views on beauty makes more sense.  Groups will share their thoughts with the class. 
IMPORTANT NOTE: Consider the need for Accessible Instructional Materials (AIM) and/or for captioned/described video when selecting texts, novels, video and/or other media for this unit. See “Sources for Accessible Media” for suggestions. See Maryland Learning Links: http://marylandlearninglinks.org.



	Unit Standards Applicable to This Seed

Reading Literature

RL.8.1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

RL.8.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the text.

RL.8.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts.

RL.8.10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of grades 6-8 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

Language
L.8.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.

a. Use punctuation (comma, ellipsis, dash) to indicate a pause or break.



	Brief Description of the Seed
· Students will read the poem independently and then listen to the poem read aloud.
· http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-1ECIrTIlrs
· Students will complete a two-column chart that highlights what the poem is saying for each stanza in the left column and the student’s thoughts about the stanza in the right column.
· Students will complete a worksheet to analyze characterization, personification, theme, remaining questions and evaluating the speaker’s philosophy of life.

     http://rauscherspace.wikispaces.com/file/detail/the+lesson+of+the+moth+worksheet.doc
· Provide a lesson on punctuation: commas, periods, and capitalization.
· Students will then get into groups to punctuate and capitalize sections of the poem.  Students will turn this free verse poem into a narrative story.  

· After turning this into a narrative story, students will discuss the author’s purpose in relation to the form.  Why was the poem written in a free verse style with no punctuation?  Which structure is more effective in conveying the meaning of the poem?
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