Grade 7: Choosing to Persevere




            Lesson Seed: 09
Lesson Seed Prototype

Lesson seeds are ideas for the standards that can be used to build a lesson. Lesson seeds are not meant to be all-inclusive, nor are they substitutes for instruction. When developing lessons from these seeds it is crucial that a teacher considers Universal Design for Learning and the needs of all learners. It is also important to build checkpoints into the lessons where appropriate formative assessments will inform a teacher’s instructional pacing and delivery.


Text(s):  The Miracle Worker by William Gibson   (All page numbers are approximate depending on the version of the text used.)
Focus Standards
RL.7.1 Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
RL.7.3.  Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama interact (e.g., how setting shapes the characters or plot). 

RI.7.7 Compare and contrast a text to an audio, video, or multimedia version of the text, analyzing each medium’s portrayal of the subject (e.g., how the delivery of a speech affects the impact of the words).

RI.7.10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary non-fiction in the grades 6-8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.

W.7.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  

W.7.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.

SL.7.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher led) with diverse partners on Grade 7 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
SL.7.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.

Student Outcomes/Suggested Instructional Activities
· Place a neatly folded dinner napkin (cloth is preferable) in a clearly observable location.  Instruct students to notice the napkin and respond to the following question:  Does every conflict have a winner?  Why/why not? Explain using specific examples from prior knowledge, reading, and/or your own experiences. Students should be encouraged to use examples from their reading assigned as homework in LS 7 to support their responses.  This can be done as a journal entry or warm-up exercise.

· Share and discuss student responses.

· Complete a Close Analytical Reading of the stage directions from page 59 (ANNIE meanwhile . . .  – . . . the lights commence to dim out on them) page 64. Develop several text dependent questions for students to answer as they read the section. Consider having students summarize the section after completion of the close reading.
· Direct students to continue reading the scene to page 68 (. . . KATE buries her lips in the child’s palm.)
· Have the students create a flowchart/timeline/sequence chart that outlines the significant character actions and event for this segment of the selection.  
· Have students watch the film version of the breakfast scene.  (The Miracle Worker, directed by A. Penn, 1962) This clip is approximately 8 minutes long.  
· As students view the scene, direct them to check off the actions from the scene that align with those they mapped from the text. Students should add any details missing from their timeline/sequence of events. (Note:  Students may need to view the scene more than one time to ensure that they are accurately noting event details.)
· When the scene is finished, have students return to their written notes and highlight/circle any events they may have written but were not included in the film clip.
· Have students work with a partner to respond to the following question:
· Describe the differences between your timeline/sequence of events from the text and the filmed version’s portrayal of this scene. Use details from the text and the film to support your response.
· Share and discuss student responses to the questions.
· Shake out the dinner napkin so that is unfolds completely.

· Ask a student volunteer to stand at the front of the room, close his/her eyes, and neatly fold the napkin. (Several students may volunteer to perform this action.)
· Assessment: Why does Helen’s action of folding the napkin hold great importance to the plot? What is the significance of this action?  How do you think this action will affect upcoming plot events?
· Assign students pp. 68 – 82 (and with a bow, he drifts off.) to read at home.
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