Grade 7: Choosing to Persevere




            Lesson Seed: 07
Lesson Seed Prototype

Lesson seeds are ideas for the standards that can be used to build a lesson. Lesson seeds are not meant to be all-inclusive, nor are they substitutes for instruction. When developing lessons from these seeds it is crucial that a teacher considers Universal Design for Learning and the needs of all learners. It is also important to build checkpoints into the lessons where appropriate formative assessments will inform a teacher’s instructional pacing and delivery.


Text(s) ):  The Miracle Worker by William Gibson.  (All page numbers are approximate depending on the version of the text used.)
Focus Standards
RL.7.1 Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
RL.7.3. Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama interact (e.g., how setting shapes the characters or plot). 
RI.7.10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary non-fiction in the grades 6-8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.

W.7.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  

W.7.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.

SL.7.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher led) with diverse partners on Grade 7 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
SL.7.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.

Student Outcomes/Suggested Instructional Activities
· Review pp. 40 – 46 of The Miracle Worker that were read for homework by having the students create a sequence chain with either words or pictures to show the events at the end of Act I.

· Discuss the following questions with the students:

· What are other choices Annie could have made once she was rescued from her room?

· What does Annie’s choice to observe Helen without interruption reveal about her character?

· Explain to the class that the actions of characters are critical to making a story unfold the way that it does.  Some actions are minor, but other actions can have significant impact on the events of the story.

· Select one of the following major characters to use as a model:  Helen; Annie; Kate; Capt. Keller; James.  

· Model skimming the text to locate significant events from Act I and list at least five actions of the character.  

· Use a think aloud process to select and highlight/star one of the actions that is significant to the advancement of the plot. Carefully explain your thinking and reasoning throughout this process.

· Divide the class into four groups, and assign each group one of the remaining characters.  
· Direct each group to list at least five actions of that character from Act I.  Explain to students that they must come to a conclusion about the one action that contributed most significantly to advance the plot.  That action should be highlighted/starred on the list.  (These lists could be created on chart paper, transparencies, or plain paper for overhead projection.)  
· Have each group present their lists, and explain the most significant action selected.  
· Review the directions for the assessment.  Explain to students that they don’t necessarily have to use the character that their group explored. They could use the ideas from another group that presented.
· Assessment: As a journal entry or an exit ticket, have the students answer the following question:
·  How does an action of ___________________ serve to advance the plot of The Miracle Worker.
· Explain to students that this lesson should have had them thinking about what might happen next in the story because they were considering how the actions of characters contributed to the advancement of the plot.

· Homework: Direct students to write a paragraph using text evidence from Act I to determine what will happen in Acts II and III.  (Students will need these predictions in order to complete the activities in Lesson 9.)
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