Grade 7: Choosing to Persevere




                             Lesson Seed: 05
Lesson Seed Prototype

Lesson seeds are ideas for the standards that can be used to build a lesson. Lesson seeds are not meant to be all-inclusive, nor are they substitutes for instruction. When developing lessons from these seeds it is crucial that a teacher considers Universal Design for Learning and the needs of all learners. It is also important to build checkpoints into the lessons where appropriate formative assessments will inform a teacher’s instructional pacing and delivery.


Text(s):  The Miracle Worker by William Gibson   (All page numbers are approximate depending on the version of the text used.)
Focus Standards
RL.7.1. Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
RL.7.3. Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama interact (e.g., how setting shapes the characters or plot). 

RI.7.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word choice on meaning and tone. 

RI.7.10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary non-fiction in the grades 6-8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.

W.7.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  

W.7.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.

SL.7.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher led) with diverse partners on Grade 7 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
SL.7.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.

Student Outcomes/Suggested Instructional Activities
· Review the vocabulary terms:  hearty, amiably, indulgent, jovial and dim.

· Share pictures that represent settings that portray various moods with students.  Engage students in a Think-Pair-Share to describe each setting.  Record ideas on the board, chart paper, or overhead.

· Review the definition of mood with students.  (the feeling a text creates within a reader)  Remind students that setting can help to create or enhance the mood.  (For example, a setting in an abandoned house creates an eerie mood. Details about the setting help establish that uncomfortable mood in a reader.)
· Discuss with students the possible moods created by the details of each setting using the lists created during the Think-Pair-Share.
· Explain to students that while dialogue and word choice may be used to create mood, stage directions may also create the mood within a drama.  Explain to students that the information within the stage directions provides information about the changing moods throughout the play.  
· Create a chart similar to the one below for the students to use to determine the mood established at the beginning of Act 1. 
	Setting
	Characters’ Actions/

Stage Directions
	Mood


· Read the first stage directions and Dr. Aganos and Kate’s dialogue on p. 5 (the beginning of Act I) aloud to students.  

· Model recording of details about the initial setting of the play.  Record: night, adults standing around crib, one lamp is turned on, etc. in the “setting” column.  Think-aloud for students by sharing that because it is night the room and house are dark.  Since one lamp is on, the room must be dimmed but not completely dark.  The adults are not talking so the room is quiet and somber.  Because the adults are standing around the crib and a doctor is there, the child in the crib must be in serious condition.  Doctors don’t usually come out in the middle of the night if the situation is not serious. The doctor says “She’ll live” and Kate responds “Thank God.”
· Record similar details for character actions/stage directions.
· Following the think-aloud, ask students to determine the mood at the start of the play.  Record the mood on the chart.  
· Discuss with students that the setting, stage directions, and characters’ actions all contribute to the mood.  Allow students to revisit the text to determine and highlight which of these elements on the chart contributes most to the mood.
· Read the remainder of p. 5 to students (through Keller (JOVIAL): Put up stronger fencing, ha?). 
· Using the resource sheet, continue to record details about the setting, characters’ actions, and stage directions.
· Discuss how the elements connect to the mood during this part of the drama and record the mood at this point on the chart with students.
· Allow students to revisit the text to determine which of these elements contributes most to the mood and have them highlight this on the chart.
· Pair students to read the first half of p. 6.  (Students should read through the stage directions which explain that Mr. Keller leads the doctor to the door.  Mrs. Keller is left in the room alone with the baby.)
· Have students work with their partners to complete the chart for this part of the play.
· After discussing the mood for this part of the play, student pairs will finish reading p. 6 (through the stage directions after Captain!) and complete the chart.  
· Discuss the completed chart to this point. 
· Direct students to read p. 7 (to Keller: Helen!)  independently. 
· During reading, students should be instructed to continue to record information on the chart.  

· Using the recorded information, students will independently determine the mood and highlight the element which contributes most to the mood.
· Assessment (Journal prompt): An author uses various methods to establish the mood of a selection. Analyze how this author established the mood. Was the author successful in establishing a specific mood? Use details from the selection to justify your response.
· Homework:  Assign students pp.  8 – 15 (through stage directions after Kate (inexorably): Are you willing to put her away?) to read at home.  (A chart similar to the one completed during class may be assigned to accompany the reading.)
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