Grade 7: Choosing to Persevere




            Lesson Seed: 04
Lesson Seed Prototype

Lesson seeds are ideas for the standards that can be used to build a lesson. Lesson seeds are not meant to be all-inclusive, nor are they substitutes for instruction. When developing lessons from these seeds it is crucial that a teacher considers Universal Design for Learning and the needs of all learners. It is also important to build checkpoints into the lessons where appropriate formative assessments will inform a teacher’s instructional pacing and delivery.


Text(s):  The Miracle Worker by William Gibson (Characters, time, place, stage set-up)
Focus Standards
RI.7.1 Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
RI.7.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word choice on meaning and tone.
RL.7.5 Analyze how a drama’s or poem’s form or structure (e.g., soliloquy, sonnet) contributes to its meaning. 

RI.7.10. By the end of the year read and comprehend literary non-fiction in the grades 6-8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.

W.7.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  

W.7.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.

SL.7.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher led) with diverse partners on Grade 7 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
SL.7.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.

Student Outcomes/Suggested Instructional Activities
· Review the homework assignment from Lesson 3 which included the vocabulary terms:  platforms, fluidity, episodic, and unencumbered.
· Explain to students that the front matter of The Miracle Worker contains the cast, time, place, and  stage set up which describes how the stage should be arranged.
· Have the students read the list of characters, time, and place with students.  (This is located on the second page of the front matter, prior to Act I.)

· Direct students to locate the directions for the stage set up at the front of The Miracle Worker. (This is located on the page before the characters, time, and place.)  Explain that as they read, the students will identify the details which state how the stage should look at the start of the play.  Share that “the playing space” is the empty stage itself.
· Have the students use text details from the front matter of The Miracle Worker to create a diagram of the stage set up.  Students will use sticky notes to mark the text to justify their placement choices within the diagram.
· Conduct a Gallery Walk to allow students to compare/contrast their drawings with each other and discuss the choices they made as stage designers in the placement of objects.
· Discuss why the position of props may be important to the stage set up.
· Assessment:  Now that you have created a diagram of the stage set-up for the play, explain the author’s reasons for setting the stage in the manner described in the text. Use details from the text to support your response.
· Homework suggestion: In order to prepare for tomorrow’s lesson, provide an assignment in which students preview the following vocabulary words:  hearty, amiably, indulgent, jovial and dim.
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