Grade 7: Choosing to Persevere




            Lesson Seed: 03
Lesson Seed Prototype

Lesson seeds are ideas for the standards that can be used to build a lesson. Lesson seeds are not meant to be all-inclusive, nor are they substitutes for instruction. When developing lessons from these seeds it is crucial that a teacher considers Universal Design for Learning and the needs of all learners. It is also important to build checkpoints into the lessons where appropriate formative assessments will inform a teacher’s instructional pacing and delivery.


Text(s):
Chapter 2/3 of The Story of My Life by Helen Keller http://digital.library.upenn.edu/women/keller/life/life.html
Focus Standards:
RL.7.1. Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

RI.7.3. Analyze the interactions between individuals, events, and ideas in a text (e.g., how ideas influence individuals or events, or how individuals influence ideas or events).

RI.7.10. By the end of the year read and comprehend literary non-fiction in the grades 6-8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.

W.7.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  

W.7.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.

SL.7.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher led) with diverse partners on Grade 7 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
SL.7.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.

Student Outcomes/Suggested Instructional Activities
· Engage students in a text analysis of the last paragraph of Chapter 2 and the first paragraph of Chapter 3 of The Story of My Life by Helen Keller in which she describes her frustrations while dealing with her disabilities. http://digital.library.upenn.edu/women/keller/life/life.html
· Have students respond to the following prompt:  Describe how Helen reacted to her disabilities during the early years of her life. Use details from the text to support your response.
· Have students brainstorm methods of communication (i.e. talking, writing, texting, signing, emoticons, body language, etc). Ideas could be listed on the chalkboard, chart paper, or even using the brainstorming option of Inspiration.

· Remind students that Helen Keller lived a world without sight and sound. In order for Helen to learn, she needed to develop a trusting relationship with Annie Sullivan.  Students will explore how trust impacts communication through a sensory activity.
· Have students work with a partner and brainstorm possible challenges Annie and Helen may have had within their relationship.  Briefly, discuss these challenges as a group.

· Pair students by preparing cards with the letters A or B and predetermine which students will be an A or B.  Another option is to have students randomly select a card with A or B.  

· A is blindfolded (If earphones are available, the ears are covered as well.)  and led throughout the room with only B to navigate their paths without danger.  Partners may not hold hands during the entire journey to get from one side of the room to the other.  B must determine a way to communicate to A how to get to the other side.  
· At the end of their walk, A writes his or her immediate impressions of the journey.  B should not explain the path they took.  B writes his or her immediate impressions of leading the journey.

· Repeat the exercise with A leading B on a different course.

· At the end of their walk, B writes his or her immediate impressions of the journey.  A should not explain the path they took. A writes how his or her first experience impacted how the journey was led.

· As a class, discuss the students’ impressions of each role---leader and/or follower.  What impact did trust have on communicating the path?  What were the frustrations?  How does this activity relate to the challenges Helen and Annie may have had?  What can we learn about the challenges Helen and Annie may have faced?

· Students should be directed to compose a response to the following prompt in their journals:  Based on your experiences today, explain who may have faced more challenges, Annie or Helen.  Be sure to include examples from your “journey” today, discussions, and previous readings of the biographies. 

· Homework suggestion: In order to prepare for tomorrow’s lesson, provide an assignment in which students preview the following vocabulary words:  platforms, fluidity, episodic, and unencumbered.
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