Grade 7: Choosing to Persevere




            Lesson Seed: 16
Lesson Seed Prototype

Lesson seeds are ideas for the standards that can be used to build a lesson. Lesson seeds are not meant to be all-inclusive, nor are they substitutes for instruction. When developing lessons from these seeds it is crucial that a teacher considers Universal Design for Learning and the needs of all learners. It is also important to build checkpoints into the lessons where appropriate formative assessments will inform a teacher’s instructional pacing and delivery.


Text(s): The Miracle Worker by William Gibson
Focus Standards
RL.7.1. Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
RL.7.2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text; provide an objective summary of the text.
RL.7.3.  Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama interact (e.g., how setting shapes the characters or plot).
RL.7.10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 6–8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range

W.7.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.

SL.7.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher led) with diverse partners on Grade 7 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
SL.7.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.
Student Outcomes/Suggested Instructional Activities
· Explain to the class that even though The Miracle Worker is about events that took place a long time ago, the themes and lessons it teaches are still relevant for readers today.  For example, in Lesson Seed 15, students demonstrated how they can personally relate to the themes of the novel.  Likewise, it is possible to learn lessons about dealing with obstacles from these people who lived long ago.  

· Have students create a chart to take notes on various lessons learned by and from each of the characters. For example:

	Character Name:
	Lessons Learned 

by the Character:
	How these lessons shaped the character’s development 

in the play:


· Model completing the chart by jotting down some lessons that Helen has learned in the novel (For example, behaving herself, table manners, communication, accepting help, respect for authority, etc.)  Then, jot down some ideas for lessons that individuals can learn from Helen’s experiences.  (For example, appreciating communication skills, being open to assistance when needed, not being stubborn, working to overcome physical and/or learning challenges, etc.)
· Direct students to complete the chart using other characters from the novel (For example, Anne, Mr. Keller, Mrs. Keller, etc.). This can be done as a whole class, by having students work with a partner, or in discussion groups. Share and discuss students’ ideas.

· Explain that the students will now consider how the lessons they have identified might be applied to more modern and “real life” situations.
· Share the following list of scenarios with the class:  (This list can be posted on the board, distributed on a hand-out, or projected using an overhead projector or ELMO/document reader.)
· A struggling student is offered help on an assignment.
· A handicapped child is assigned as your partner on a project.
· A parent/teacher doesn’t believe you can do a job successfully.
· Parents are constantly letting a child have his/her own way.
· You are having trouble getting someone to understand what you are trying to say.
· You are determined to reach a goal.
· Encourage students to add other scenarios to this list using prior knowledge and/or their own experiences as a basis for ideas. 
· Divide the class into small groups of three or four students. Tell each group to choose one of the scenarios from the list as a topic they would like to further explore and develop.  
· Direct students to either draw a storyboard showing the scene and how the lesson from the novel is incorporated, to compose a skit in which the scene and lesson learned are acted out, or create a narrated tableaux vivant depicting the lesson learned. (Provide groups with construction paper and drawing supplies as necessary.) 
· Allow each group to share their storyboard, present their skit, or share their tableaux vivant with the class.  
· After each group presents, have the rest of the class discuss whether or not they agree that the presentation accurately reflects a lesson learned from The Miracle Worker. If applicable, have students consider the questions: “What would Annie do?” or “What would Helen do?” in response to the situations presented.
· Have students respond to one of the following questions in the form of a one-draft essay:
· Identify a lesson learned from the events of The Miracle Worker that you will always remember.  Summarize the lesson from the story and how this lesson shaped the character(s) involved. Explain the choices that you might make throughout your life as a result of having learned this lesson from the text.

· Both Helen and Anne changed as a result of lessons they learned individually or the lessons they learned from each other. Explain how either Anne or Helen changed as a result of their experiences with one another. As part of this explanation, include lessons the characters learned as individuals and those lessons learned as a result of their interaction with each other. 

· Consider the challenges faced by both Anne and Helen throughout the play. Who is the true “miracle worker?” Helen, for showing the spirit to learn despite her disabilities, or Anne, for persevering to teach Helen despite the challenging circumstances? Use examples from the text to defend your position. 
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