Grade 7: Choosing to Persevere




            Lesson Seed: 10
Lesson Seed Prototype

Lesson seeds are ideas for the standards that can be used to build a lesson. Lesson seeds are not meant to be all-inclusive, nor are they substitutes for instruction. When developing lessons from these seeds it is crucial that a teacher considers Universal Design for Learning and the needs of all learners. It is also important to build checkpoints into the lessons where appropriate formative assessments will inform a teacher’s instructional pacing and delivery.


Text(s):  The Miracle Worker by William Gibson   (All page numbers are approximate depending on the version of the text used.)
Focus Standards
RI.7.1 Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

RI.7.3 Analyze the interactions between individuals, events, and ideas in a text (e.g., how ideas influence individuals or events, or how individuals influence ideas or events).

RI.7.6 Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author distinguishes his or her position from that of others. 

RI.7.8 Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient to support the claims.

RI.7.10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary non-fiction in the grades 6-8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.

W.7.1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 

W.7.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  
W.7.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.

SL.7.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher led) with diverse partners on Grade 7 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
SL.7.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.

Student Outcomes/Suggested Instructional Activities
· Post the following question and have students respond using information from their previous reading:  Should Helen be committed to an asylum?  Use evidence from previous selections (Lesson Seed 02) and Helen’s condition to support your response.
· Discuss student ideas and have them explain how they arrived at their conclusions.  As students share, be sure to point out that they arrived at these conclusions in large part because of their background knowledge of the characters and the story.  
· Ask students to think about how their response to this question might differ if they took on the point of view of James.  At this point in the story, would James recommend that Helen be committed to an asylum?  Use evidence from the text to support your response.
· Group students and assign each group a character from the story. Have each group respond to the following prompt: The Keller’s have frequently discussed the possibility of sending Helen to an asylum.  Discuss the pros and cons of such a decision from the perspective of your assigned character – those mentioned in the play as well as any others you can generate. Use information from prior lessons and reading activities to support your answers.
· Divide the room in half and identify one side as “Yes, Helen should be placed in an asylum” and the other side as “No, Helen should not be placed in an asylum.  Direct student groups to move to the side of the room indicating their character’s position on this topic. 

· Engage students in a Philosophical Chairs discussion debating whether Helen should be placed in an asylum or not.  As students debate, consider listing examples of text evidence that support each side or assigning a scribe from each position to take notes on key points or ideas shared.

· Arrange chairs in a horseshoe shape.

· Students are told that they will argue the issue of whether Helen should be placed in an institution.  Their choice of seat during the discussion will illustrate their position. If they believe the answer to the issue is “yes,” they should sit on the right. If they believe the answer to the issue is “no,” they should sit on the left.  If they are “undecided,” they should sit at the back of the horseshoe. They will have the opportunity to move as the issue is discussed.

· Choose a student moderator whose job it is to ensure that everyone has the chance to speak. (This student could take notes on who participates and the frequency of participation.)

· Consider requiring each student to speak at least two times.

· Set ground rules for discussion. (For example:  Listen carefully, respond to the statement and not to the person, summarize the thoughts of another before contributing something new, etc.)
· Set a time limit for the discussion.

· Direct students to return to their groups and ask them to explain how the ideas listed to support either position changed depending on the perspective of their assigned character from the story.  Share and discuss ideas.

· Have students complete a chart similar the one below:
· Two steps in making choices by solving problems are brainstorming possible solutions and measuring each against specific criteria. The characters in The Miracle Worker are faced with a problem: What do we do about Helen? Help your assigned character solve the problem by looking at the list of choices in the chart and adding others of your own design.  Think about the criteria or yardsticks listed to decide how a particular choice measures up. Score each decision as yes, no or maybe.

	CHOICES
	CRITERIA

	
	Will this make life easier at home?
	Is this what is best for Helen?
	Is it humane?
	Will Helen lead a better life?
	Does this enable me to gain Helen’s trust?

	Hire a new teacher to work with Helen
	
	
	
	
	


· Share and discuss the groups’ ideas and their assigned characters’ various perspectives regarding the problem.

· Assessment: Compose an original argument from the perspective of one of the characters below.  Your topic is:  The best plan for Helen’s future.  Commit her to an institution?  Why/why not?  Use information and ideas discussed in class and evidence from the texts to support your character’s position.  Compose your response by selecting from the RAFTS choices below.
	Role
	Audience
	Format
	Topic
	Strong verb

	James

Aunt Ev

Mrs. Keller

Mr. Keller

News reporter
	Annie

Doctor Agnanos

Other family member 
Readers in the early 20th century

Helen


	Letter
Appeal/speech
Monologue

Complaint

Diary entry

Incident report

News column

Dialogue
	What is the best plan for Helen’s future?
	Explain
Urge

Warn

Criticize

Demand

Inform

Reflect


· Homework: Complete the RAFT assignment.
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