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English Language Arts

	Grade: 07
	Unit Title: Choosing to Persevere
	Length: 90 minutes



	Lesson Overview

	The purpose of this lesson is to engage students in close reading and analysis of specific passages from The Miracle Worker by William Gibson examining universal and constructed symbols in order to identify and explain a variety of symbolic images found in the text. 


	Teacher Planning, Preparation, and Materials

	· Apply the CCSS triangle for text complexity and the Maryland Qualitative and Reader and Task tools to determine appropriate placement. Teachers should locate page number references within The Miracle Worker related to situations that involve the doll Anne gives to Helen, the key that Helen drops down the well, and images and events that involve water. Because The Miracle Worker is written in dramatic form, it does not conform to Lexile measuring criteria.  

· Suggestions for lesson adaptations and/or modifications:

· Reduce/increase the amount of examples and/or note-taking as necessary.
· Use Internet access to clarify the definitions of the literary terms symbol, symbolism, and archetype at www.dictionary.com
· Have students analyze various works of art to identify and analyze the artist’s use of symbols and archetypes. 

· Have students listen to a recorded version of the text.

· Engage students in Reader’s Theatre to read aloud the passage and create significant pauses within the reading to emphasize references to water as a symbol within the narrative.
· Have students orally share their interpretation of the symbolism of water.

· Allow students to type their assessment responses using Microsoft Word or other word processing program.

· Have students independently complete the “Extend Your Thinking” portion of the handout.
IMPORTANT NOTE: Consider the need for Accessible Instructional Materials (AIM) and/or for captioned/described video when selecting texts, novels, video and/or other media for this unit. See “Sources for Accessible Media” for suggestions on Maryland Learning Links: http://marylandlearninglinks.org.
· Differentiate the lesson for English Language Learners. 
· Apply extension or enrichment strategies to differentiate the lesson for advanced/gifted and talented students.
IMPORTANT NOTE: No text model or website referenced in this unit has undergone a review.  Before using any of these materials, local school systems should conduct a formal approval review of these materials to determine their appropriateness.  Teacher should always adhere to any Acceptable Use Policy enforced by their local school system.


	Essential Questions

	What are the defining features of drama?
What can we learn from the challenges that have been overcome by others?

What choices can we make when faced with adversity?



	Unit Standards Applicable to This Lesson

	Reading Literature

RL.7.1. Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
RL.7.2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text; provide an objective summary of the text.

RL.7.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of rhymes and other repetitions of sounds (e.g., alliteration) on a specific verse or stanza of a poem or section of a story or drama.
RL.7.10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 6–8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.
Writing

W.7.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.
W.7.9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.

W.7.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.
Speaking and Listening
SL.7.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 7 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
SL.7.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.

Language

L.7.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.

L.7.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.

L.7.3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.


	Lesson Procedure

	· Post a variety of familiar literary symbols (For example: a dove, an apple, an eagle, a mirror, a bridge, fire, etc.) for students to view.  Have students brainstorm the meaning of each symbol when it is used in a narrative.  Ask students to consider why authors use symbolic images within text.  

· Explain to students that as part of this lesson they will be “digging deeper” into the text to locate and explain symbolic images used by William Gibson.
· Consider introducing and reviewing vocabulary students will encounter as part of the independent text reading.  Suggested terms include, but are not limited to, the following:  audible, haggard, boon, contention, defers, serene, wrench.
· Work with students to develop a definition for “symbol.” See Symbols and Archetypes teacher resource. (For example, something used for or regarded as representing something else; a term, name, or picture that may be familiar in daily life, yet possesses a specific connotation in addition to its conventional and obvious meaning) Determine that universal symbols are recognizable wherever they are used. 
· Direct students to engage in a think-pair-share to identify and explain the meaning of additional universal symbols. (See Part I of the Symbols and Archetypes teacher resource.) 
· Define constructed symbols as those symbols that are given meaning based on how they are used in a literary work. Have students consider how the image of an apple changes from its reference in the Biblical story of Adam and Eve to its use in recently popular literature like the Twilight series. 
· Provide students with several examples of constructed symbols from literature read as part of their 7th grade ELA studies. (See Section A of Part II of the Symbols and Archetypes teacher resource.) 
· Create a chart for students to take notes by identifying each symbol, explaining its literary association/meaning, and explaining their rationale for the meaning assigned. 
· Explain to students that they will analyze the author’s use of the doll and the key as constructed symbols within The Miracle Worker. (See Section B of Part II of the Symbols and Archetypes teacher resource.)
· Divide the class in half.  Have half of the class work in pairs and/or groups to explore William Gibson’s use of the doll as a symbol in The Miracle Worker.  Have the other half of the class explore the use of the key as a symbol in The Miracle Worker. (In order to facilitate this analysis, provide students with page number references related to each symbol. Increase the rigor of this activity by requiring students to skim the text to locate situations and events involving these objects and provide the page number location as part of their note-taking.)
· Regroup and have students share text information and ideas related to their assigned symbol. Students should be prompted to discuss the constructed meaning of each symbol in relation to events and characters in The Miracle Worker. 
· Introduce the concept of “archetype” and discuss the meaning of the term (an image, story-pattern, or character type that recurs frequently and evokes strong, often unconscious, associations in the reader). 
· Use a think aloud to explain the idea of a “garden” as a literary archetype. (See Section A of Part III of the Symbols and Archetypes teacher resource). 
· Pair students to read pp. 90 – the bottom of 102 (after Annie has finished spelling “f-a-c-e” to Helen) of The Miracle Worker.  Have students use sticky notes to mark places where “water” is referenced in the text.  
· Engage students in a quickwrite to respond to the following questions: What is the archetypal meaning associated with the image of water in literary texts? How does this meaning apply to events and characters in The Miracle Worker? Use details from the text to support your ideas. (See Section B of Part III of the Symbols and Archetypes teacher resource.) 
· Challenge students to extend their thinking by identifying character archetypes within The Miracle Worker (for example, the “great teacher/mentor). Consider providing students with a list of familiar archetypes and having them provide literary associations and examples from their own experiences and studies that demonstrate the archetype. (See the “Extend Your Thinking” portion of the Symbols and Archetypes teacher resource.)



Symbols and Archetypes

Part I:
A symbol is _______________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Universal symbols are recognizable to everyone.  Identify the meaning associated with each symbol below.
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      ______________                    _______________                  _______________                 _______________

Part II:

Constructed symbols are symbols that are given meaning based on how they are used in a literary work.  Look at the symbols below.  Determine a literary work you have read this year that you can associate with each.  Explain your connections by completing the chart.  

Section A
	Symbol
	Literary Association
	Explanation/Reasoning

	

	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Section B  

Directions:  Note the use of each symbol in The Miracle Worker by examining it in context on the page references indicated.  How are the characters interacting with the object?  How is it being used?  Then explain the symbol’s deeper meaning.  The first example for each symbol has been completed as a model.

	Symbol
	Page # and 

Text Reference
	How is the object being used? 
How are the characters interacting with the object?

	

	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	What is the meaning of this symbol?  What does it represent to the characters and to the story?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________



	
	
	

	Symbol
	Page # and 

Text Reference
	How is the object being used? 
How are the characters interacting with the object?

	

	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	What is the meaning of this symbol?  What does it represent to the characters and to the story?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________




Part III:
Section A

A literary archetype is an image, story-pattern, or character type that recurs frequently and evokes strong, often unconscious, associations in the reader.  For example, the wicked witch, the enchanted prince, and the fairy godmother are widely used throughout folk literature and appear in slightly different forms in poetry, drama, and novels. 

Directions:  Study the example provided and then complete the chart using examples from what you have already read.

	Symbol
	What it can represent…

	Light vs.
Dark
	Light can suggest hope, renewal, or a realization
_____________________________________________________________________________

Darkness can imply ignorance, the unknown, or a state of despair

	Spring
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Section B

Directions:  Complete the following chart by examining William Gibson’s use of water as an archetype in The Miracle Worker.  Locate the passages referenced to analyze when and how water appears in the play.  Use these examples to determine and explain water’s symbolic meaning in the play.

	Symbol
	Page # and 

Text Reference
	How is water being used? 
How are the characters interacting with water?
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Water
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	 

	What is the symbolic meaning of water?  How does this meaning apply to The Miracle Worker?

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________



Extending Your Thinking
Directions:  A stock character is a fictional character based on a common literary or social stereotype. One stock character, or character archetype, is that of the “great teacher/mentor.”  In The Miracle Worker, who fulfills this archetype?  Explain your idea(s) using text examples to support your reasoning.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Directions:  The following list provides a sample of common archetypes.  Apply these archetypes to your own knowledge and/or personal experiences (from modern associations, culture, and/or your own literary background).  What example(s) can you provide to demonstrate your understanding of each?  Explain your examples in the space provided.  

	Archetype
	Example(s)
	Explanation


	Character:

the Hero

	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Situation:

the Battle between Good and Evil

	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Setting:
the Forest
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In this column, provide students with examples of familiar literary symbols from various works read as part of their ELA studies.
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