

Instructional Lesson Plan 01
English Language Arts

	Grade: 07
	Unit Title: Choosing to Persevere
	Length: 1 Day



	Lesson Overview

	Students will examine the author’s use of foreshadow and flashback in The Miracle Worker in order to explain how foreshadowing and flashback create meaning in the play.

	Teacher Planning, Preparation, and Materials

	· Apply the CCSS triangle for text complexity and the Maryland Qualitative and Reader and Task tools to determine appropriate placement. The Lexile level is unavailable for a play. However, due to the complex sentence structure, sophisticated vocabulary, and use of foreshadowing and flashback, the play is determined to be sufficiently complex.
· Plan with UDL in mind, e.g., 
· Modify the content of the lesson to address foreshadow and flashback in two separate lessons. 

· Use Internet access to clarify the definitions of the literary terms foreshadow and flashback at www.dictionary.com
· Assign roles to students and have them read the text aloud as a large group. 

· Complete the guide questions as a large group.
· Have students listen to a prerecorded version of the assigned reading rather than reading with a partner.
· Have students pick either foreshadow or flashback to discuss as the assessment.
· Allow students to orally share responses to the question.
· Have students compose responses to the assessment questions using Microsoft Word or other word processing program.

IMPORTANT NOTE: Consider the need for Accessible Instructional Materials (AIM) and/or for captioned/described video when selecting texts, novels, video and/or other media for this unit. See “Sources for Accessible Media” for suggestions on Maryland Learning Links: http://marylandlearninglinks.org.

· Differentiate the lesson for English Language Learners. 
· Modify the content of the lesson to address foreshadow and flashback in two separate lessons. 

· Have students listen to a prerecorded version of the assigned reading rather than reading with a partner.
· Have students pick either foreshadow or flashback to discuss as the assessment.
· Apply extension or enrichment strategies to differentiate the lesson for advanced/gifted and talented students.
IMPORTANT NOTE: No text model or website referenced in this unit has undergone a review.  Before using any of these materials, local school systems should conduct a formal approval review of these materials to determine their appropriateness.  Teacher should always adhere to any Acceptable Use Policy enforced by their local school system.


	Essential Questions

	What are the defining characteristics of drama?

What can we learn from the challenges that have been overcome by others?

What choices can we make when faced with adversity?



	Unit Standards Applicable to This Lesson

	Reading Literature

RL.7.1. Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

RL.7.3. Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama interact (e.g., how setting shapes the characters or plot). 

RL.7.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of rhymes and other repetitions of sounds (e.g., alliteration) on a specific verse or stanza of a poem or section of a story or drama. 

RI.7.5. Analyze how a drama’s or poem’s form or structure (e.g., soliloquy, sonnet) contributes to its meaning. 
Writing
W.7.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  

W.7.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Speaking and Listening
SL.7.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher led) with diverse partners on Grade 7 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
SL.7.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.



	Lesson Procedure

	· Post the following question and have students respond using information from their independent reading:  Why does Helen overturn the cradle?  What do these behaviors show about Helen?   

· Develop a series of text dependent questions to use to review significant plot events from the previous reading pp. 9 – 15.
· Pre Assessment: 
· Display a sequence strip from a graphic novel with the final frame missing. Ask students to predict what will happen in the final frame.  Ask students to provide a “text based” reason for this prediction.  Lead students to construct a definition of foreshadow.
· Consider using a cartoon strip such as Peanuts or Calvin and Hobbs for students having difficulty with the graphic novel strip.
· Explain that authors use literary devices such as foreshadowing and flashback to add meaning to their stories.  Introduce the concept of flashback as another literary device used by writers. Post the term “flashback” and have students dissect the word to predict its meaning.

· Conduct a Readers Theatre reading of a section of the drama. (from Aunt Ev: Helen! My buttons.—page 13 to Kate: She wants to talk, like—be like you and me. Every day she slips further away. And I don’t know how to call her back.—page 16) 
· This article from the International Reading Association's Reading Online contains information about implementing Readers Theatre and a wealth of useful links to Readers Theater sites on the Internet. http://www.literacyconnections.com/ReadersTheater.php
· Students should think about purposefully setting the stage to acknowledge the presence of flashback and foreshadowing.
· Perhaps having the flashback dialogue set on one side of the stage and foreshadowing dialogue on the other side of the stage with Annie in the middle.
· Students should think about and prepare to explain how Kate’s final statement takes on new meaning with the introduction of the new characters (Dr. Anagnos, Annie, Children, Boy’s Voice, Man’s Voice).  What significant character is introduced into the story to “call Helen back?”  

· Conduct a discussion with students to determine the purpose for reading the scene in this way. How did the staging of the scene contribute to the understanding of flashback and foreshadowing?
· Group students in pairs. Assign students (or let them choose) the part of Dr. Anagnos or Annie Sullivan. Explain that students will be reading an episode from the play that includes flashback (from page 16—Anagnos: --who could do nothing for the girl, of course. –Page 23—Annie: Coming! (including the first stage direction after the dialogue).   
· Inform the students that the next scene of is a longer and more detailed episode of flashback. 

·  As students read their parts, have them use text evidence to answer the following questions:
· What does the conversation reveal about the relationship between Dr. Anagnos and Annie Sullivan?

· Why did Dr. Ananos chose to send Annie as Helen’s governess?

· What is revealed about the background of Annie Sullivan?

· What does Annie’s interaction with the children show about her ability to work with children?
· Why are the presents Annie received from the children meaningful?

· What is the significance of the memory that rises to the surface as Annie says good-bye to the children? What does this memory reveal about Annie’s personal history?
· Review and discuss students’ responses to the guided questions. 

· Encourage students to connect Dr. Anagnos’ and Annie’s character traits to those of empathy, kindness, and service as part of this discussion.
· Assessment:  How does William Gibson’s use of foreshadowing and flashback enhance the meaning of events in The Miracle Worker.  Use examples from the text to support your explanation.
· Homework: Read pages 23-30 (through KATE smiles again, ANNIE smiles back, and they precede JAMES offstage.) and complete the following journal response: 
· Define bribe. Consider how the adults in Helen’s life bribe her. Why do you think they do this? Use evidence from the text to support your ideas.
· What concerns are expressed by Kate when she meets Annie Sullivan?
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